Panel claims space reason
for banning Owens statue

Duatton, who was not present when
lh!nn:

MOULT&N (AP} — Three

nty
deny that race had any bemn; on

their decision to ban a 100
honoring Ol llllllt luck slar
Jesse Owens [ro:

wn.
During a special meeling, three

county commissioners voled gen

Owens thu :on ‘of a black

became a ml.mml hero when be
won four gold medals in the 1935
Olylaptcn in Berlin Illlld. Nazl
claims that blacks were
etically inferior.

In July, Gov. Gnutc Wallace
d $2,300 from a dis-

Tuesday to block state llv.'p
Roger Dutton’s p 1 to put
the monument on the courthouse

" ner abs-

~ The commissioners clalmed the

awn already was crowded with
190 many menuments.

*Thus is not a black and white
Issue, but that's what it Jooks like
and that 15 why it so sad,” saud
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"
house m- located in the county
scat of Moulton, would be the
most visible location.

But several commissioners
weren't sure the square was the
appropriate spot, and aclion on
the measure was repealedly de-
layed. That prompud some
northwest a residents to
accuse lh-I plntl of racial pre-

Judice.

“1f it was a Paul " Bur
Bryant monument you
these excuses?” asked Harvlq
Fltzgerald, Owens’ first cousin,
Bryant s the late University of
Alabama football coach who holds
the record for the most coachung
victories in college football.

But the three commissloners
who voled against the
Wayne Sutton, Oakley and
Raymond Beck — dented Tuesday
that race waa an Issuo.

Sutton sod Lamer sald there
are oo many menuments
on the square, which lu 24 feel by
296 feel and Includes the court-
house, the lawn and a parking

‘l‘lu!u ¢ memorials
honoring veterans War
Il and v:mnumu

Beck aaid he ls opposed to
hono individuals

ring v .
“We have veterans of wars and
they stould be rmsluud ** Bech
said. “There Is y prejudicd
against bl-ch I‘ll vu:l witk
them and I'll do a8 much now wl
everbaave."



