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Olympics torch could

pass through Lawrence

Tribute planned
for Jesse Owens

The Associated Press

OAKVILLE — Olympic tributes planned for
the 1996 games in Atlanta may include a route
for the torch bearer that passes a north Alabama
park dedicated to Jesse Owens, the black hero of

1936 Olympic

. The modest park is near Oakville, Owens'

cousin,
mewkbyl.hemmmollwsanﬂmw
torch visit to Owens’ would be a
fitting tribute on the 60th anniversary of his
landmark achievement.

Owens won four gold medals at the Berlin

good, will take pride,” said
Kenneth Owens. “We g0 to the movies to see

the guy in the white hat. Jesse represents that,
not only to Americans but to people all over the
world.”

Batlle said Atianta Olympics officials are
unw e of how we can gy b o
Owens during the Olympic Games.”

Owens was born in a simple “dog-trot

Jau
house” a few hundred yards from the park, said
Jmpmmmmwwmmm
- ity moed to

land, Ohio, when he was 9 years old.
Pinion said visitors often are disappointed at
the park.
‘Mszy,‘lslhinlllhmiswhmmhm?,’
Pinion said.

In a small lot on one side of the road is a
diplay case containing storics and potogrphs
from Owens’ career.

Two monuments in front of the display case
disagree about the year of Owens’ birth — one
Saying ~On this site in 1914 was bor Jease
Owens, alltime track great,” and the other
mumhuhkqnnasm:useo which is

s the road is 3 17acre tract, also
marked by  Jesse Owens Memorial Park sign,
featuring a basketball court with backboards and
rims badly in need of reair.

A bronze statue of Jesse Owens could be in

government grants, corporate
tions — of the more than $1 million they need.



