Olympic tribute

Torch may pass by hero’s birthplace

By Tom Smith
Frankiin Barvns

o DAKVILLE — It sppears Jesse Owens will one g be
nsible. (()r gt ot il e s
Pearts swell soth e,
Owens, who s bom in the Oakville community just south
of Mouhion, becarne the United States hero of the 1936 Olympics
 capturing four go
As the United Sigts. repares o host the 1996 Oy
Summer Games in Atlanta, plans. are un o have the
Obmic woech bearet asa hroigh Lawrence County and pay s
visitto Owens' birthplace.
James Pinion, a member of the committee that is helping
ar the site of Owens' birth. said he talked with
Olympic organizers last week and believes the chance of having
the torch bearer come 1o the Jesse Owens Memorial Park is
better than aversy
e came up with this idea and contacted oficals with the
Oympis Shout binging the torch though Oakille)” Piion
ey Joved it. They thought it was a great idea, and right
o hey're doing al hey can t change he route o Wil come
through here.
pieThe park s ks to Jesse Owens and o bis mermay
fost people remember him for what he accomplished in the
Ub)mws ind | ant thisk 01 beter w2y (0 nayriotae tht sy
by having the Olympic forch make & visit to the
contiried om 28

%

o
| Lawrence County community honors
Ofimpic skd meds winner Jese Oncs, who was born ncar
Moalton in 1913

Memorial in rural

‘The Jesse Owens Memorial Park is
uﬂiylhwhuﬂﬁr‘eﬂ)’iﬁs where em‘mihmmmd

lived with his family \lrml they moved to Cleveland, Ohio,
‘when he was 9 years

For several yws. a small shrine consisting of a display
case and two monuments were all that honored one of the
county’s greatest natives.

However, that has changed.

Now, across the street a sign hangs in front of a 17%-
acre tract of land that identifies the site as the Jesse
‘Owens Memorial

n Lawrence 203

two years ago." said
park committee. “We've
got a lot of plans for o et e et do s
mir\gs but we've still gota lot to inish.’
e park now includes volleyball courts, a softball
ba;chal] field and basketball court. Within the near fuuu'e,
hope 1o have 2 walking trail, six
picnic pavilions scattered throughout the park, concession
stand, restroom facilities, track, parking area and play-
ground equipment.
“That's just for the recreational part oft,” said Pinion.
Ona is gvelooingthe secreatona ara. 3 museu,
a replica of Owens' “dogtrot” birthplace and a statue of
Uw:ns will be built
the shrine now across the street from the park,
illbe moved e e park.
Sculptor hired for statue
Pinion said the museun, the house and statue should
bein place by the time the Olympic torch comes through.

“We've already commissioned a Birmingham scul
10 il - st P s, Tt ol begh
Getober and shoud e frshed by 1996."

Funding fer the park has been on¢ reason for the slow
progress. Total cost for the project is estimated at more
than $600,000.

Pinion said a ot of the funding has come through grants
and private donations. He said he has applied for other
frants to complete the project.

“Getting the statue, museum and house in place is the

biggest urgency right now,” Pinion said. “That's the next-
biggest project.

“(The park) isn't a Iot to look at right now, but we're
getting ready to o 2 lot. Within the next few months,
we're going to start on a large pavilion, concession area
and restroom facilty.

““There’s going to be alot of work going on around here
over the next couple of years,

White, who lives near the site of the prk, said the park
:nd emorial to Owens have been a “dream of a lot of

"Th:mi been a lot of time and cffort by a lot of

mbe\m.s;fmruw next couple of years, but [ know we
can get everything done and in place by the time the
(Olympic) torch comes through here.

“This park has the potentl to be one of the county’s
biggest tourist attraction,” he said. Its great 1o inally see
it all coming together and being; recognized for What it is
and what it can mean (o the county and this entire area.”



