“The U.S. Olympic Committec will make the
final decision (on the path of the torch run) and

then announce it in July,” Pinion said.

Pinion and other members of the Jesse
Owens Park committee have been actively
trying to bring the torch through north Alabama
and the site of Owens' birthplace.

Owens, who was born in the Oakville
community just south of Moulton, became the
American hero of the 1936 Olympics by captur-
ing four gold medals in track and field.

“We believe it would be a great way to
showcase the area, plus be a pood way to draw

attention to the Olympics,” Pinion said.
Pinion said when he talked with the advance

‘Walker, president of the U.S. Olympic Commi

tee.

“He was a longtime friend of Jesse Owen
and | met with him last October in Bir
mingham,” Pinion said. “He indicated then thi
it would be appropriate for the torch to com
‘here.”

Pinion said he has since written Walker
letter explaining the committee’s ideas for th
park and what it would mean to have the torc
come through Owens' hometown.

The Jesse Owens Memorial Park is o

PATH continued on 2.

opening ceremonies of the 1996
Summer Games.
“What better way to promote the
Olympics than by coming through the
ic area where one of the
torch pay it a visit.” Olympic c
Pinion said. “1
our chances, but until the an-
nouncement is made, I'll just have to
wait and keep my L

greatest
jans ever was bom,”
feel optimistic about



