OLYMPICS

Road to Atlanta adds time

to stop, chat

On By 19

1996, when the Olympic torch
travels the last few hundred

yards to the cauldron atop the 8,

specially designed tower next
to the Olympic Stadium, it will
have completed one of the
most celebratory journeys in
public relations history.

But scenes of the Olympic
flame passing before a back-

through
required 3,636 runners in
Greece and the USA.

LA i who rein-
vented the modern Games
through marketing hustle,
charged runners tote
the flame.

Bearers of the torch to Atlan-
ta won't have to pay. But most
will have to be former Olympi-

presenters United Way and
Coke.

Also unlike the LA relay in
this o

idea 1s 10 add
pic element o regional
celebrations by stopping long
enough to take part

curity folks.

The torch features 22 alumi-
num “reeds” gathered in the
center. The “reeds” represent

for the 22 times the modern Olym-

pic Games have been held.

The names of the 20 host cit-
ies, including Atlanta, are
etched on a gold-plated band
near the base. A handle of
Georgia hardwood makes the
torch easy (o carry.

The torch has a dual-burner
system that helps the flame re-
sist wind and rain during the
relay.

The flame, ignited in Olym-
pia, Greece, is kept in a lantern
that travels with the relay, The
lantern is closely guarded to
ensure the flame is never ex-
tinguished.

A single torch is lit from the
flame every morning for thai
day’s relay.

The flame is scheduled o
begin its 15,000-mile tour of the
USA Apnil 27, when it arrives
in.Los from Greece.

It will arrive at the stadium
during the opening ceremony
July 19 and be extinguished
during the closing ceremony
Aug 4. The athletes who will
light the Atlanta flame have
not been named.

By Ben Brown
USA TODAY

T
: !gzﬁzg
il

i
|
4

4|
i
i

gib
EEE

support
chase the express, and they
caq"tsnwmme ponies

Next up: determining



