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will be the centerpiece for new
park named for Jesse Owens

By Kent Faulk
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or Branko Medenica, sculpting
F a statue of Alabama native
wens has a certain
The 45-year-old Birmingham
sculptor was born in Germany, the
country where the black track star
won four gold medals at the 1936 Olym-
&c gam@s_ embarrassing Adolf Hitler in

“t nmr: of ironic, and [ feel honored
at the same time to be doing i, Me-
denica said from his stadso Sealp-
ture Sight. a converted ltalian gro-
«cery store on Southside.

Medenica was commissioned by
the Jesse Owens Memosial Park
Board in April 1993 to make an
&-foot Lall statue of the track and

Tield star for the 17.5-acre park

i Owens’ hometown of Oakville.

The |80 to 2,000-poand

emony in June 1996 when the

teme Olympic games in At-

HEWS STAET PR

ALY AYRES.

statue is o be uaveiled ina cer.  Architect Kenneth
T ibech is schaduied & Owens looks over
ympic orch is - o the mansm
55 h Dakville en route Oahville's Jesse
Owens Park,

‘re real bapgy o bave

nranla doing i1.” said James Pision. county agent in Lawrence
County who serves as vice chairman of the 11-member Jesse
Orwens Memeorial Park Board “We were impressed by his past
1 was impressed with his imagination™

Sculpling professionally since 1976, Medenica’s works are dis-

played throughout the world. Locally, he is recogni
rial taslain police officers at the Jeffersoa (‘mmh Criminal Justice Cen-
. or, “Sky Dance™ located in the Hoover Spartplex and “The Rainbow™ at
" = entrance to the Rainbow City Industrial Park.
This is probably the biggest thing I've done to date, both historically as
1 as beeause what Jesse Owens stood for.
*He broke the color barrier on several levels.”
Twens, born in Oakville, nesr Moulton, in 1913, won gold medals in the
16 games in Berlin for the 100- and 200-meter races, the broad j

ized for his memo-

Medenica said of the Jesse

Jump

& d for his participation in the United States winning relay team. His

rformance embarrassed Hitler, who had hoped 1o prove Aryans —
B hites in northern Exrope — were 3 superior race.
Dorm! his track and field career — his family moved to Cleveland,

Ses Statue, Page 8F

From Page 1F
Ohjo, when be was 7 — Owens sel seven
world records.

The statue will show Owens in mid-stride
with one leg off the ground interiwined in
the Imi: rings. Because one leg is off the

, Olymple rings provide the re-
mainder of the suppart for the statue.

But Medenica almost had to sculpt Owens.
standing with both feet on the ground be-
cause he had to dicker with the Olympic
cammitiee for the right to use the rings.

"It was after the Jesse Owens Foundation
(in Chicago) got behind us that we were able
to proceed,” he said.

Marlene 0. Rankin, execulive director of

the foundation and Owens' youngest daugh-
lzr ;Mbd the family is “very excited about

“He (Medenica) does beautiful work,"
Mrs. Rankin said.
The Oakville community is working to-
ther to do something that seemed “hope-
" a few years ago, Mrs, Ihnlln said, m-
1o & controversy that erupted in
early 13805 after the Lawrence Umm\yﬁn
mission blocked efforts to put up an Owens
memorial at the courtbouse, A memorial
erected near Owens' home In 1983 instead
has since suffered acts of vandalism.

Medenica spent about two months making
a two-foot oil-based clay model that will be

sent soon to Montoya Arts Studios, a foundry
in West Palm Beach, Fla., where it will take
upmdxummmmlmhmemlue he

Besndes reading books about Owens as re-
search for the statve, Medenica went
through archives at Ohio State University,
where Owens attended college, and visited
with Owens” 80-year-old wife, Rm.h and his
three daughters in Chltasu Owens died in
1980 and is buried in Chie

[ went up there to get a feel for Jesse

. to get a feel of what the man is
MI “"he said. “They (family members)
are behind it 100 percent. ‘I‘Iieyml’a
They are really a class family."
Ruth Owens, the three daughters and

Owens' hmlher Sylvester are scheduled to
be at the unveiling.
Medenica

used 1984 Olympic Gold
Medalist Willbe Smith as a model for the
statue, taking pleiures of him running to get
an idea of muscle definition.

The $80,000 statue will be financed by a
$75,000 federal Appalachian Regional Com-
mission grant, a $4,200 Alabama Arts Coun-
el grant and a few private donations, Pinion
said.

The statue will be put in the middle of a
gold medallion court — a square court di-
wided into four sections representing each of
the medals Owens won in the Clympic
Games.

The court, which Pinion said will eost

ammmm.hmﬁmw
The Owens and Woods Partnership Ar
chitects in Birmi

Architect Keaneth Owens is a distant rel-
ative of Jesse Owens and for several years
has been in on the design of other facilities
at the park, including a replica of Jesse
Owens' birthplace home and 3 museum/
souvenir shop.

“He is sort of a figure we all look up 1o.,"
Owens sald. “Belng a distant relative of his
just adds to the excitement.”

Tax deductible contributions can be made
to the park project the Jesse
Owens Memorial Park Board, 13075 Ala-
bama Highway 157, Suite 6, Moulton, Ala.,
35650,



