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OAKVILLE — James Pinion

could use some of Jesse Owens'
speed right now. Pinion and a few
others have nine months to trans-
form an empty 17.5-acre field into
an elaborate memorial park for the
track and field star of the 1936
Dlympies,

It must be ready June 29, when
the Olympic torch blazes through
here, 1 it isn't Gnished, the world
will surely know it

“Our win-

. o dow is gettin
> Qakwlie smullergeang
excited smaller, we
about torch  have just nine
run, B months and a
——— lot to do,” said
Pinion, sifting

through park plans covering his
desk at the Auburn Extension
Service in Moulton, “We've gol a
Iot of unanswered guestions and
when you get to thinking about
that, it sort of gets you worried "
Pinion, who got involved be-
cause as county agent he does ru-
ral development work, i looking
for a project “engineer” to help

make the miracle happen. His
team of helpers include 10 others
on a park committee.

So far, the park honoring Owens”

birthplace is mostly on paper —
plans, drawings, grants. The vac-

Please see Track, page B6
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ant field on rural Lawrence County
203 of Alabama 157 is freshi
mowed and partially leveled. expus-
ing its red clay.

But save for an occasional cow
“moo,” the future park is eerily
quiet. The only indication of Li;in_l;‘s
o come is two rusty basketball
hoops. a gate bearing Olympi
and a “Jesse Owens Parl

The park

s a five-vear plan
squeezed into 132 vears when it was
announced  the torch run would
come through Oakville. The local
commiltes campaigned o get the
torch run here, using the park as
leverage.

MNow with international attention
focused on the community, the
committee is feeling the weight of
their task

The plan mcludes a bronze statue
of Owens swrounded by a Gold
Medallion court representing the
four gold medals Owens won in the
1936 Olympics; a replica house; a
museum; & baseball ficld; a baskel-
ball court; a running track: a wel-
come center and pavilions. A street
into the park. parking lois, bath-
rooms, and sewer and electricity
also are needed.

The commitlee has already re-

. ceived about $196.004 in state and

federal grants. The group may get
another $50,000 of an Inlermodal
Surface Transportation Efficiency
Act grant. Another $95,000 in private
and grant funding is paying for a
sculpture.

But the committee still needs
about $200.000 for the muscum and
another $100,000 for a running
track. Pinion said he is trying to get
a corporation like Adidas — which
made Owens' running shoes — or
Mercedes or Bell South to sponsor
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the museun. He said corporate
sponsorship would mean a promise
of funding fast

Pinion said despite the tight
deadline, he's optimistic the com-

Owens'  only hvmg sibling, 86-
described

year-old Sy]vesler
the house Pinion and olher
it I The house

mittee — made of Cakville resident:
and Auburn Extension service em-
ployees — will have most every-
thing together by the torch run, He
hasn't ruled out cutting cormers,

“If we don't have bathrooms, we
could use portables,” he said. “And
T'm still uncomfortable about the
museum.”

Owens’ family is donating memo-
rabilia for the museum. Other items
for the museum will come from
Ohio State University, where Owens
went to school, Pinion does not yet
know how the museum will be set
up.

Things are looking good for the
statue, Birmingham sculptor
Branko Medenica is a few months
away from fimshing a running rep-
lica of the track and feld greal.

Another main attraction at the
park is the replica house. Pinion
said he and other committee
members found an old board-and-
batten, tin-roof house that resem-
bles the one Owens lived in as a
bay in Daloille.

The threercom house will be
moved to the park this month and
restored, mostly by volunteers. The
house will be placed on a spot about
300 yards from where Owens was
born to sharecroppers. “They
picked cotton on that h.l.l.l behind
where the house will go.”

has two bedrooms and a kitehen —
just like the Owens' house.

Sylvester said his parents slept in
one bedroom with a pot bellied
stove nearby and he and Jesse slept
on the floor in the other room. The

only other room was a kitchen with
a woad-burning stove.

But Sylvester — who will be at
the event with his family — doesnt
seem worried about the status of
the park project or Pinien's ability
1o pull it together, He said the
project has “come alive” since he
was here a wear ago and he calls
Pinien “one of the nicest men who
ever lived.”

1 think this is one of the nicest
things that could ever happen to the
Owens family g this for my
baby brother, b\lw ster said from
his home in Ohio.

“The only thing that will keep me
from coming to Alabama is if the
goad Lord takes me to heaven — or
to hell,” be said with a laugh.




