Oakville tenant house will be replica
of Olympic legend’s childhood home
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OAKVILLE — The worn
wooden walls of the ramshackle
house bear the scribblings of
former tenants.

Faded phone numbers, math
problems and names marked with
crayon and markers tell a story no
one knows. But the dirty, three-
room house soon will tell another
tale.

It will tell the humble begin-
nings of 1936 Olympic track and
field star Jesse Owens, who was
born to a Lawrence County
sharecropper in 1913

The building will tell how the
four-time gold medalist grew up
with almost nothing. It will show
how he slept on the floor with his
older brother, Sylvester, because
they had no bed.

The house that sits in Jesse
Owens Park in Qakville will serve
as a replica of Owens’ childhood
home. He was bomn and reared
near here until he was 9 and he
moved to Cleveland, Ohio.

The Jesse Owens Park Commit-
tee, headed by County Agent James
Pinion, picked the house from an-
other location in Lawrence County.
It was just as described by Sylves-

The two-bedroom tenant house
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ton couples have accepted the task

of transforming the houses into
their new roles.

“Do you think we have our job

hubcaps lay on the floor in a bed of
discarded objects and dried leaves.
Wood panels and cardboard flaps
drop from the kitchen ceiling L
curtains. The back door

e
I¥ing pouse lays on a littered kitchen |

cleanup, Cole and his

ton post office, and Mrs. Shelton's b
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give the house a facelift. They will
patch holes, fix doors, add boards

and a coat of fresh paint.
But Mrs. Cole said not too much
will be done to fix up the house.

“We don't anticipate doing too much
because the conditions were rough.

“You can imagine why he never
> Cole added.

‘came back,’

iron bed, a potbellied stove and
other items such as a corn
shuck mop, Mrs. Shelton said

But it's too early to know all the
specifics, she said.

Will they get the house done on
time? Mrs. Shelton is confident. “No
doubt about it. We will have it done
before the deadline.”

But the group hopes to get some
help. They need a lot of volunteer
help and donations of lumber and
post-1913 furniture. They also need
an outhouse and windows.

The Coles and the Sheltons got
mvnhred because Pinion knew they

had the experience restoring old
hmand‘helmgwwedonlmm
down a lot that we are asked to do,”
Mrs. Shelton said.

“But seriously, when James Pin-
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it an honor,” she sai

“I think we'll havealuloffun out
here,” said Cole, who served with
his wife for about 10 years on the
Jesse Owens Memorial
mittee.
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