Jesse
cozigning
home

Oakville next stop
for statue of Owens

By Lesley Farrey Pacey
DALY Saa Writer

wragped ;
in the hack of an open-air traler,
The &foot sculpture of Owens
breaking through the Olympic
rings is almost ready to be placed
al the Jesse Owens Memaorial
Park in Oakville, which is Owens’
1913 birthplace, 1L will be unveiled
June 29, when the Olympic tarch
is carried through Lawrence
County.

wife and children will attend.

Until then, the sculpture's home
is an old brick building in down-
town Birmingham That's where
seulptor Branko Medenica will add
supports, two remaining Olympic
rings and a &food granite vencer
base to the late hero's likeness

The 43yearold sculptor trans
ported the sculpture by rental
truck earlier this month to Bir-
mingham from West Palm Beach,
Fla,, where it was cast in bronze.

“I'm well pleased” sald Me
denica, using a crane o lift the
nearly one-lon Owens likeness to
an upright position.

Owens is huge when you are
standing next to him. He is about
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Sculptor Branko Medenica with his sculpture of Jesse Owens thal will be placed in Jesse Owens

Park In Lawrence County,

Jesse

Continued from page At

denica points out that “Jesse will
shrink" once lifted onto the granite

Owens' face is with its
three years ago by the Jesse Owens
Memorial Park ittee to create
the sculpture, said

creates different colors in bronze,
“One type of patina was used
make Jesse’s hair black and
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Palm Beach making finishing
touches on a full-size clay model of
the runner, he had to get approval
from the Owens’ Bamily for every
change.



