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The court will feature a special

| area dedicated to each of the four

gold medals, the statue and an eter-
nal flame that will be lit on a replica
of the 1936 torch.

Organizers hope the park will
bring tourists to Oakville, but they
hope it will also be a recreational
park for the area residents. The park
will include a softball field, basket
ball courts and walking and running
tracks.

Planning and fund-raising have @

been under way for several years,
and construction is under way with
organizers saying the park will be
ready in time for the torch.

“We are very pleased with the pro-
gress,” sald Thurman White, a
time Oakville resident who is wﬂiv
“ dent of the board of the new park.

“This is going to be a real classy
park, just the way we wanted it."

Owens was born James Cleveland
Owens on Sept. 12, 1913, in Oakville.
His family later moved to Cleveland
in search of better-paying jobs than
were available for blacks in rural Al-
abama then.

After moving to Cleveland, a
teacher misunderstood Owens when
he said his name was “J.C." and
started calling him Jesse.

Owens became an All-America
track star at Ohio State in the 1930s
and was the hero of the Olympics at
Reich Sports Field Stadium in Berlin
in 1936, winning gold medals in the
e 200-meter-dash,
the long jump and the 400-meter re-

wan lay.

After the victories, Hitler did not
congratulate Owens or the other
American winners, a fact that Owens
often talked about later in his life.
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Allen Preston, left, and Danny Taylor work to finish construction of

| be dedicated June 28.

“It was all right with me. I didn’t
go to Berlin to shake hands with him,
anyway. All I know is I'm here and
Hitler isn't,”" Owens was quoled as
saying.

After the Olympics, Owens re-
turned to a mostly segregated Amer-
ica, where he initially worked as a
T.

Owens later went on to work as a
motivational speaker and a public re-
lations executive, He died of lung
cancer on March 31, 1980

Paula Hovater, an Atlanta public
relations executive who has been a
supporter of the project for several
years, said the park will be an appro-
priate tribute to Owens.

I hope this will be more than just
a memorial. He was a wonderful
track star and a great American.
This project is the result of a lot of
local people, black and white, rich
and poar, coming together to make it
happen,” Ms. Hovater said.

Pinion said the torch will enter the
park about 1:40 pm. on June 29. Pi-
nion said there will be a short pro-
gram that will include a 10-minute
presentation concerning the torch.

vilion at the Jesse Owens Memorial Park in Oakville. The park

The torch will then head south to-
ward Birmingham.

But organizers said that will be
only the beginning for the park,
which they hope will lure thousands
of visitors.

“Tourists are already coming by
asking about it,” said Allen Preston,
an employee of Native Construction
Co. of Moulton, which is doing most
of the work on the park.

‘White said that in future years or-
ganizers hope to have annual track
meets at the park, with competitions
in the four events Owens won in Ber-
lin.

“We are going to invite athletes
from all over the state. We hope to
develop scholarships from this. We
want to show young people they have
plenty to be pround of and plenty to
shoot for,” White said.

‘While organizers stress thai the
park will be assy,” they also
stress that it will be free and open to
anybody who wants to visit.

“Jesse Owens left here poor, and it
just wouldn't be right to charge ad-
mission,” White said.




