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commission’s refusal in 1983 to al-
low a menument on the courthouse
lawn were past.

Blacks and whites gathered in the
89 degree heat and celebrated the
moment that brought four genera-
tions of the Olympic hero's family to
the park and put them on the same

1936 Olympics. Thea Petschek ler-
volino, whose Czechoslovakian,
Jewish family later fled Berlin re-
members Owens' “running was so
elegant and effortless like a panther,
his face and physique so beautiful

She was at the dedication Sat-
urday to photograph Owens’
grandson, Stuart Owen Rankin, who
sprinted through the park with the
Olympic flame. Rankin's aunt,
Gloria Owens Hemphill, jumped up
and down, and the crowd joined his

stage with Gov, Fob James and U, family with cheers.
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more than a great athlete” Bevill
told the crowd estimated at 7,500
people by Chief Deputy Jim Martin,
“He represents more than a great
black athlete. He represents the
triumph of human dignity, courage
and valor in the face of cruel op-
pression.”

James declared Jesse Owens Day
and said Owens’ performance at the
1936 Berlin Olympics will live for-
ever in sports history and human
achievement,

‘I the midst of German storm
treopers and swastikas, a 22-year-
old college sophomore did what no
other world statesman could do. He
sent Adolf Hiller and all of Nazi-
dom into sudden, swilt retreat by
standing the myth of Arvan supen-
orily squarely on its head,”

James introduced a woman who
was 12 when she captured Owens
on her Brownie Box camera at the

jumper Lutz
Long became friends during the
competition.

Smiling, Rankin, 29, of Boston,
saluted the sky with his torch, His
81-year-old grandmother, Ruth
Owens, aided by a walker, stepped
to embrace him.

This was Mrs. Owens first visit to
her husband’s bi and she
had looked forward to the day in the
park for “beautiful, beautiful mem-
ories.”

Later the crowd surged around
her as she unveiled a 14-foot bronze
sculpture of her hushand breaking
through the Olympic rings sculpted
by Branke Medenica of Bir-
mingham. Then she lit a permanent
replica of the 1936 torch at the park.

“Thank you for giving us Jesse"
Leon Graham, 75, of Florence told
her. “He was a great inspiration for
all of us in Alabama, the United
States and the world”



