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“This is 50 special.” said G
Owens Hemphill, Jesse’s oldest
daughter. “Daddy would love this.
‘wish he could be here.”

Hemphill's  daughter,
Hemphall Tillman, carried the torch
during the 1984 Olympics in Los
Angeles. She works for NBC and
will be in Atlanta to help with cov-
erage ofthis year's Olympics

ankin, 2 29-year-old employe
of the Harvard Law School, said by
famous grandfather, who won four
gold medals at the 1936 Olympics
in Germany, was more than just an
athlete
e was 3 humanitarian and
thar's what | remember most shout
him.” Rankin said. “He was just
granddsd 1o me. He dida't talk
much about himsell. He talked
about others, and was always giv
ing 1o his family and others.

Mrs. Owens, who was visiting
her husband's binthplace for the
first time, unveiled a 14-foot statwe
of Jesse running through the
Olympie rings.

“I've been 10 a lot of things 10
hanar i) husband. but this is the

most special.” she said. “I've seen a
otef fstes of e by
the best. Tt books just like him.

Moments luter, Mrs. Owens |
replica of the torch used during the
1936 Olympics. The flame. accord-
ing to park olficials, will bum for-
ever.

Amidst a crowd of more than
7,000, Mrs. Owens signed a fow
autographs and posed for pictures
in the blistering hear
1 el like Princess Di.” she said
with 2 smile. “This is wonserful

s one is

Jassa Owons is caplured in time in this bronze statue. He seems

o q
the statue. (Stal photo by Tiftani Hill-Patterson)

Jesse would love i

Marlene Owens Rankin, who is
president of the Jesse Owens
Foundstion in Chicago and Owens’
middlc. daughter, remembers. the
Olympis

~ery produsiive father
always there when we needed him.
1 think he would be flatiered and
kful that the people in this
county would remember him this
v

[ ——
youngest of Jesse's ihree daughiers,
said her father never forgot his.
hamble beginning and would (e
“floored” at the park and the cele

beation.

“Daddy sto0d for America and
represented the hope that everyone
could accomplish what they wanted
10 if they tried,” she said. “Above
anything else, he was a husband
and daddy first”

Alabama Gov, Fob James was
among the dignitaries on hand for
the festivitics. He embraced the
Owens family and read a peoclama-
tion announcing June 29 as Jesse
Onwens Day.

“Jesse's performance af the 1936
Berlin Olympiad will live forever

stom  1oopers.

swastikas, a 22 e old college
sophamore did wha o workd
neaman could do. He sent solph
Hitker and all of Nazidom into a
sudden, swilt retreat by standing

n superiority

joined on the stage by
Thea Petschek lervolino. She wit.
nessed Owens” performance in the
1936 Olympics

lervolino, 12

bom in Crechoslovakia. She
anendod the Games w old
Browning box < and made

pictures of Owens

“He was so clegant and eflot
less. like a panther, his face and
physique beautiful,”
lervolina recallcd.

She said she mad just a few pic
wres and most of them were of
Owens

The Olympic star dicd of lung
cancer at the age of 66 in 1930,



