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CooPERATIVE SroTLIGHT I

Jesse Owens parlk a shining example of
communities working in unity

By Steve Oden
Manager of Comn

ity Development

The eyes of ihe nation will be on
the tiny rural Lawrenee County
community of Oakville this summer,
just as they were on the 1936 Olympic
Games in Berlin, Germany, when
track-and-fiekd star Jesse Owens won
four gold medals.

The Alabama native, who wrecked
Nazi dictator Adolph Hitler's
propaganda c
superiority, was bornin o
sharecropper’s cabin at Oaksille.

Sixty years later. the Olympic
torch is coming to Owens’
binthplace on its way 1o the
Summer Games in Atlanta, G

For the residents of Oakville

some of whom are Chwens’
relatives — being in the
national spoalight is less
important than finally sceing
this famous native son get eredit
for his accomplishments from the
county and state of his roots. A
controversy years ago over a local
memorial 1o Jesse Owens can be put to
rest, many people hope

Leading preparations for the Jun,
1996, Olympic torch run are members
of the Jesse Owens Memorial Park
Commiuce, which started when a
group of Oakville residents bought
land and began working t turn their
dream of honoring Orwens inlo re

Today, the commitice has

paign about Aryan

white. Business peaple, professionals.
plant workers, elected officials —
people from all walks of life —
involved in planning. construct
nd raising

e

and

1 farmland at
Oakville into a park and mu
<complex that will be a fitting tribute to
Jesse Owens... and something that

will endure long after the 1996
Olympic Games ase over.

With the help of the Lawrence
County Commission, the Alabarma
Cooperative Exiension Service, other
agencies and organizations, and
private citizens, the
has raiscd monesy for the facilit
commissioned a statue of Jesse

Owens.

Oak "Kﬁ;{bama

binthplace of
Jesse Owens

June 29, 1996

The sculpiure will be the
centerpiece of the park, unveiled in

nection with the
differe

parks. I's hist
celebration of the human spirit at the
same time.” <aid James Pinic
member of the Owens Park

Commitice Board of Dircstors. “We
want 10 educate new generations about
Jesse Owens and what he meant 0

iniemational aihletics and Armerican
society ™

Pinion said the project expands on
the dream of the Oakville residents:
“I builds on what they stanied. They
descrse the credit for geting the ball
rolling.”

A huge amount of work lics ahcad
of the committee in order to ready the
mid-summer, when the
ympic Games kick off in nearby
Georgia. “Our first geal is fo meet the
June 29 deadline, when the dedication
nony is scheduled. After
n 1o become self-suffic
operate as one of North Alabama's
Ieading cducational facilities and
tourism attractions.” Pinion said
Over $1 million will have been
invested in the Jesse Owens Memorial
Park when it is completed., The money
represents public and privaie sector
cooperation

Not all the work will be:
finished in time for the June 29
mony. Howev
hopes enough has been done 10
demonstratc the pride Oakville,
Lawrence County, and the state
ficels for Jesse Owens.

“He was a hero, The
accomplishments of Jesse Owens
much furiher than a single
county or state. He had a worldwide
impact.” Pinion said
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At right: The gate 10 the Jesse Owens|
Memorial Park: reflects the Olympic
rings. The rings are a symbol of|
world class athletic abiliry
and his desire 1o compete.
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