oulton Advertiser

rsday, May 8, 1997 - The M

E
=~

Welcome center has interesting past

By Deangelo McDanlel
Managing Editor

the welcome cenler appears 1o be
just another building.

Beneath the white paint and new
roof, however, are the walls of a
structure that houses the memories
of many families,

The house was donated by Carl
Warren and moved 1o Oakville
from Coffey Road in Moulion.
Moving the house was a delicate
task. Restoring it was a miracle.

“I'm sure people thought we
were crazy.” said James Pinion of
the park board. “In the beginning
we were concerned that we would-
n't be able to move the house
because of the high roof.”

The building was moved by

exander. Pinion admits
when he second-
guessed his decision.

“I kept tclling people 10 wait
until we were fimished,” he said.

James Pinion of the park board stands next to a poster aulo-
graphed by Jesse Owens. The poster donated 10 the welcome
center. (Staff photo by Deangelo McDaniel)

“People in the community would
walk by and just look. I'm sure they
were wondering what we were
doing. There was so much negative
ralk, | started to doubt myself.”

The house was built in 1896 by
William R. and Mary Coffey. The
wooden-frame structure had one
room, a fireplace and a back porch.
There was no running water and no
electricity.

The house went through several
renovations, especially with the
emergence of indoor plumbing and
electrical power. Two bedrooms
were added 1o the original structure,
but were not moved by park offi-
cials,

Peggy Gentry lived in the house
as an infant with her parents, Carl
and Onic Warren. She said her
mother (Onie  Coffey Warren)
inherited the house from her father,
William Albent Coffey.

Gentry sad her father purchased
40 acres of land across the road
from the Coffey Estate and moved
the house

1 was an infamt when we lived
in the house,” Gentry said, "Daddy
built another house and moved the
older house on land he purchased
across the street. I'm not sure when
electricity and  plumbing  was
added. When | pot mamied, the
house didn’t have either.”

According to Carl Warren, some
of the families to live in house were
William and Mary Coffey, Dafus
Flannigan's father, AIf and Eloise
Owens, Otha and Lennie Culver,
Webb and Edith Alexander, Jim and
Benie Jenkins, Russcll Flannigan
and his wife, Lawrence and Mable
Key, Walt and Sara Brooks. Felton
and Anna  Joc  Hood, Chill
Mongomery and his wife, Stampy
and Louise Jones, Andrew Tyler,
Mrs. Hagood and her family,
Michael and Sandra Warren and
Carl and Ruby Warren.

Pinion said the welcome center
still has the original fMoor joists,
which are huge logs, He said most
of the orginal walls are still intact.

“We had to replace some of the
walls in the back because of deteri-
oration.” Pinion said.

Kenncth Lambert was in charge
of restoring the howse. The wrap-
arcund porch, which was added st
the wgpestion of Lambert, makes
the Tality handicap sccesuble

The Moor an the front room i
onginal. Pinton said paintl was
sanded off the wood and a protec.
nive ool was added.

Although it's not noticed by
many visitors, the front steps and

htarth in the chimaey both contus

a rock carved in the shape of 3 map

of Alsbama.

Pinion sad those rocks were
carved by Tip Berryman of Hatton.
The inside of the center was
designed and decorated by Anene
Sanderson of Moulton.

“She sclected the pamnt colon
and donsted ber time,” Pindon said
“We had 2 kot of help with thes
building. That's what makes it w0
spocial.”

When Wyman Warren, the son
of Carl Warren. called abowt donat-
ing the house, Pinioa said the park
board was planning 10 build a new
welcome center.

The onginal plan, he said,
Tooked like the howse. In the begn.
ming, Pinioa said, people were con-
fusing the weloome conter with the
replica of Jesse Owens' berth home.

“We didat want this,” he said
“People thought we were crazy in
the begimming. | wanted them 1o s0¢
the fimished product. | thiak it looks

memorabilia from e Olympe
worch's ammival 10 the park, arc sokd
i the center

The facility sl howses itcms
belonping to Jevse Omens that were
donaied by b widow, Reth
Ougan

In one comer of the weliome
<enter, thore hasgs 3a swtographed
ponter of bevae Oranes when he rop-
eesented Lincoln-Mercury

Pimson and & stodeat. who now
ronades o Decater, was Cleaning &
hongt 1m 3 dorm a2 the Usaverury of
Alsbama in the 1970s when he
Tomaned the poster

“He calied and wasted to dosate
e posser.” Pisicn said. “1've scen
O ponier o8 the Alsbama Sports
Hall of Fame, but 8 wasa'y asto-

fraphed

Prneon sind the park board wast-
od the telephons ausber in the wel-
come oomter 1o be 1936, the year
Ormgns won Foar gold modals i the
Berlin Ofymgacs and delivered a
Blow 1o the belly of Adalf Hitkers
myth of Aryas wpecmacy.

However. that ickephons number
wan alecady tiken, a8 the number
i the conter is 974-3636.



