Panel claims

space reason

for banning Owens statue

MOULTON (AP) — Three
Lawrence Counly commissioners
deny that race had any bearing on
their deciston to ban a monument
honoring Olympic track star
Jesse Owens from the courthouse

wn.

During a special meeting, three
county commissioners voted
Tuesday to block state Rep.
Roger Dutton's proposal to put
the monument on the courthouse
lawn. One commissioner abs-
tained.

The commissioners claimed the
lawn already was crowded with
Q0 many moauments.

**This is not a black and white
issue, but that's what it Jooks like
and that is why it so sad,” sad
Dutton, who was not present when
the vole was taken.

Owens, the son of a black
Lawreace County sharecropper,
became a national hero when he
won four gold medals in the 1938
Olympics in Berlin amid Nazl
claims that blacks were
genetically inferior.

In July, Gov. George C. Wallace
apprupriated $2,300 from a dis-
cretionary fund for the Owens
mwenument. Dutton said the court-
house lawn, located in the county
scat of Moulton, would be the
most visible location.

But several commissioners
weren't sure the square was the
appropriate spot, and action on
the measure was repeatedly de-
layed. That prompted some
northwest Alabama residents to
accuse the panel of racial pre-
Judice.

‘*1f it was a Poaul ''Bear"
Bryant monument would you hear
these excuses?’ asked Marvin
Fitzgerald, Owens’ {irst cousin.
Bryant is the late University of
Alabama football coach who holds
the record for the most coachung
victories in college football.

But the three commissioners
who voted agoinst the proposal —
Wayne Sutton, Oakley Lanier and
Raymond Beck — dented Tuesday
that race was anissue.

Sutton and Lamer sald there
are already too many monuments
on the square, which lu Zv5 feet by
295 feel and includes the court-
house, the lawn and a parking
area. There are memorials
honoring veterans of World War
11 and Vietnum on the lawn.

Beck said he is opposed to
honoring Lndividuals.

**We have veterans of wars and
they should be recognized,”’ Beck
said. 'There i3 not any prejudice
against blacks. I'll work with
them and 1'll do as much now as [
everhaave.”



Owens Statue Rejected

AR
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OAKVILLE, Ala., Sept. 9— A monument to the late Olympic star
Jesse Owens has been barred from the courthouse lawn in Lawrence
County, where Owens was born. Instead, it will be placed in a vacant
lot here, the town of his birth, according to State Representative
Roger Dutton, who has vowed to build a park around the statue.

"I'm going to put the monument out at OQakville on the place that the
citizens have cleared,” Mr. Dutton said. "Over a period of the next few
years, I'm going to use discretionary money to build a park around
the monument." The Lawrence County Commission voted by 3to 0
Tuesday, with one abstention, to deny Mr. Dutton's request that the
monument be placed on the lawn at the courthouse in Moulton. The
commissioners contended that the lawn was already too crowded
with monuments, but other northwestern Alabama residents have

accused them of racial prejudice. All the commissioners are white,
as 15 Mr. Dutton.



Lawrence

Co. officials reverse

decision of Jesse Owens honor

MOULTON (AP) — Lawrence
County officials, in an about-
face on a what has been called a
racial Issue, have agreed that a
committee should study a
"permanent tribute' to Jesse
Owens, a native son and
Olympie greal_

Stung by accusalions of rac-
ism, the County Commission
voted Monday, the anniversary
of the black athlete's birthday,
Lo reverse their opposition to an
Owens monument.

The commissieners agreed to
appoint the biracial committee
to study a “permanent tribute
to Jesse Owens, including but
not limited to the placement of a
sultable monument on the
courthouse lawn."*

A commission spokeswoman
said the commmissioners have
agreed to meel next week to
discuss the appointments.

Some residents of Oakville,
Owens" birthplace six miles
southeast of the county seat,
had accused the commissioners
of racism after they rejected an
offer by state Rep. Roger Dut-
ton of Trinity, who Is while, to
erect the monument in the

ernttrthniiea eniaras

The rejection sent Dutton, ernor's paid for,”” Cameraon
who won state discretionary said.
funds for the monument from A mostly white delegtion of
Gov. George C. Wallace, seek- counly residents attended the
ing an alternate site for the meeting Lo argue that proper
$2,300 fixture. recognition of Owens was “long

Residents in Oakville cleared overdue.™
a %-acre tract that Dutton Among those making Lhe re-
vowed he would turn Into park. quest were organizers of a 6.2
A dedication scheduled Oct. 2 In mile Jesse Owens Run, a cancer
the aftermath of the commis. benefit organized in 1981, a year
sioners' rejection, has been after hisdeath from the disease.
cancelled. “It seemed like what was

““The bottom line Is this, happening was kind of down-
either the monument goes on ﬁradln Jesse Owens and we
the courthouse square or it goes decided to do something.” said
in Oakville,” Dutton said. Lawrence Rousell, an organizer

Owens won four gold medals of the benefit run.
at the 1936 Olympics In Berlin, The track and fleld events at
embarrassing Nazl leaders who he 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles
claimed black athletes were are to be dedicated in Owens
genelically inferior. name next year.

“] think we're at a workable Rousell said Dutton told him
solution,'* Lawrence Countly he would delay the dedication at
Commissioner Clyde Cameron Oakville until May 3, 1984, the
said after the commissioners day of the next Jesse Owens
reversed theirdecision. un.

Cameron argued for erecting *I think it was a question of
Dutton's monument at the just not belng able to agree,
courthouse. more than any raciam," Rousell

“It seems logical to me that if sald. “"The people of Lawrence
a monument were to be in- County are more or less for him
stalled on the courthouse lawn, (Owens), It was more political
it would be the one the gov- thanrace ™



Decision Shifted On Owens Statue

AP
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MOULTON, Ala., Sept. 21— The Lawrence County Commission,
reversing itself a second time, decided Tuesday not to allow a
monument to the famed Olympian Jesse Owens to be placed on the
courthouse lawn in Moulton, the county seat.

The action by the county, where Owens was born, led State
Representative Roger Dutton to charge that the commissioners, all of
whom are white, were afraid that white voters would object to a
courthouse tribute to the black athlete. Mr. Dutton, who is white, has
spearheaded efforts to build the monument.

He said after Tuesday’s decision that he would proceed with an
alternative plan to put the monument in tiny, mostly black Oakville,
six miles away, the town of Owens's birth.

"I don't think there's any racism involved," said Clyde Cameron,
the commission chairman.

The commissioners have contended that there are already too many
monuments on the courthouse lawn.



Monument unveiled
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Vandals Fail to Topple Jesse Owens Monument

OAKVILLE, Ala (AP) Residents
{rightened off vandals who tried to topple a
newly erected monument of Olympian Jesse
Owens, a statue that stirred controversy
when the Lawrence County commission re-
fused to put it on the courthouse lawn in
Moulton

Sheriff Dan Ligon said vandals with a
rhain hooked to a truck tried to pull down
the monument carly Sunday. The noise of
the spinning truck wheels awakened neigh-
bors. he said.

“Apparently whoever il was got scared

and took off when people started roming.”
Sheriff Ligon said. The mobument was
chipped shightly at the base. he added.

The statue was placed in this northeast
Alabama town after the commission denied
permission Lo install it at the courthouse In
Moulton. Commusstoners denied that race
played a role in the decision. saying ihat the
eourthouse lawn was for mare general mon-
uments te war veterans. not individuals,

Mr Owens, who was born in Qakville,
gained worldwide fame when he won four
gold medals during track events at the 1936
Olympics in Berlin

Toledo Blade
November 15, 1983
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Oakville residents not about
to give up Owens monument

OAKVILLE tAP) — The res:
dents of this Lawrence County
town aren’t about to give up thewr
Jesse Owens monument. which
created a stir five years ago when
oificials refused to put it on the
courthouse lawn in Moulton.

The track star won four gold
medals at the 1936 Olympics in
Berhn. in the broad jump, 100- and
200-meter dashes and four-by-100
relay. Because he was black, Ow-
ens was shunned by Adolf Hitler,
Germany’'s Naz leader.

Owens’ parents, Henry and
Emma Owens, were sharecrop-
pers who moved to Cleveland,
Ohio. when he was about 9.

The gramite monument is along-
side Lawrence County 61 in Oak-
dale, a farming community where
Owens was born.

The site was chosen in 1983 alter
Lawrence County commissioners
blocked efforts to put the memori-
al on the courthouse lawn in Moul-
ton. The commussioners contend-
ed they weren't properly consulted
about the project, and deiued that
Owens' being black had anything
to do with their actions.

The city of Moulton offered to
furmish a site for the memonal,
but supporters felt the site wasn't
big enough and that it should be at
the courthouse, said Owens" first
cousin, Marvin Fitzgerald.

The memonalin Oakvilleisona
half-acre donated by a black Ma-
sonic lodge.

Fitzgerald said the house where
Owens was born 1n 1913 sat on the
site, and the commumty sull 1s
surrounded by cotton fields.

The annual Jesse Owens Memo-

rial Race. a 10-kilometer event be-
gun 1n 1982, draws several hun-
dred runners and thousands of
spectators to Moulton each year.

The controversy over the monu-
ment ““tore us all to pieces.” said
DeWayvne Key, county education
superintendent.

“We'd just started the race, and
we said, "All that's going to happen
is Lawrence County 1s going to get
a bad rap. and a lot of runners
won't come to the race,” Key
sawd.

1 think they ought to name the
courthouse after mm." he added.
"He was a great athlete and we're
real proud of im and our race We
have people every year tell us that
nobody puls on a race hke the Jes-
se Owens Memonal Race.”

Fitzgerald said he thinks that
“the county commussion should
have jumped at the chance toput 1t
in Moulton. The ety of Moulton
could have drawn a good bit of
revenue from it through visitors.
But since they gave 1t 1o us we're
going to keep it. They could get
another one and dedicate it n
Moulton ™

The Tuscaloosa News
January 1989
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President awards
Owens with honor

iy Mary R. Hale
antemn staft writer

President Bush will be present-
ng Ruth Owens, widow of past
dhic State and Olympic athletic
rero Jesze Owens, with Congress'
righest honor, the Congressional
Sold Medal, this morning at the
Nhite House.

Owens is being awarded the
nedal pesthumously for recogmi-
.ion of his athletic aclnevements as
well as his work for civil rights and
aumanity.

In addition to becoming the first
athlete to receive four gold medals
n an Olympics, Owens devoted
much of his life epeaking on the vir-
tue of fair play and advocated the
power of sports to bridge differ-
ences between races, classes, and
cultures.

“Jesse Owens’ contributions to
American sports, society, and his-
tory are invaluable,” said Rep.
Louis Stokes, (D-Ohio), creator of
the legislation suthorizing the
medal for Owens, "1t is only {itting
that the congress and the president
should honor this American with
his fifth and {inal gold medal.”

The ceremony will be attended
by President Edward H. Jennings,
Stokes, and several of Owens’
seammates from his years on the
0SU track team, ‘ncluding former

Ohio congressman Samuel Devine,

Joyce Larkin, spokeswoman for
Stokes, said in order to award the
medal, legislation must be intro-
duced and accepted by two-thirds of
Congress. She said Stokes intro-
duced the bill in 1986,

The bill was passed in September
1988 by the Senate, and Sen. How-
ard Metzenbaum, (D-Ohio). served
as the author.

“The reason for the delay since
the time the legisiation was passed
is becausze the Bureau of Mint,
which produces the medal, confers
with the family of the recipient for
the design of the medal,” Larkin

id.

The medal is given as a tribute
for what are considered to be distin-
guished achievements, Larkin said.

The medal containg a facial pic-
ture of Owens on the front, and a
picture of Owens competing in one
of his Olympic events on the back,
she said.

The first medal was given to
George Washington in March of
1776 when he served as comman-
der of the Continental Army. About
108 medals have been awarded
since that time, Larkin said.

Owens joins baseball Hall of
Famer Roberto Clemente and
heavyweight champion Joe Louis
as sports legends to whom the
medal has been awarded.
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Medal

honors
Owens

By George Embrey
Chief, Dispatch Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Bush, presenting a special
Congressional Gold Medal to the
widow of the late Jesse Owens
yesterday, compared it to the
Nobel Peace Prize given to for-
mer President Theodore Roose-
velt.

Bush recalled that Owens'
track triumph at the 1936 Olym-
pic Games in Berlin “was an
unrivaled athletic triumph, but
more than that, it really was a
triumph for all of humanity.”

“The Berlin games were to be
the showplace of Hitler’s theo-
ries on the superiority of the
(Aryan) master race until this 23-
year-old kid named Jesse Owens
dashed to victory in the 100, the
200 and the 400-meter relay,”
Bush said.

Those victories and his win in
the broad jump made Owens the
first Olympic competitor to win
four gold medals. The fact that
he was a black shattered Hitler's
racial claims.

March 29, 1990

AP file photo

Jesse Owens

Bush showed Owens' widow,
Ruth of Cleveland, the Nobel
Peace medal in the White
House's Theodore Roosevelt
Room given for Roosevelt’s con-
tribution to world peace, helping
end the Sino-Soviet War.

“This gold medal sends the
same kind of a message,” Bush
said.

Rep. Louis Stokes, D-Ohio
(Cleveland), sponsored the legis-
lation to strike a special medal
honoring Owens.



