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Olympics torch could

pass through Lawrence

Tribute planned
for Jesse Owens

The Associated Press

OAKVILLE — Olympic tributes planned for
the 1996 games in Atlanta may include a route
for the torch bearer that passes a north Alabama
park dedicated to Jesse Owens, the black hero of

1936 Olympic

. The modest park is near Oakville, Owens'

cousin,
mewkbyl.hemmmollwsanﬂmw
torch visit to Owens’ would be a
fitting tribute on the 60th anniversary of his
landmark achievement.

Owens won four gold medals at the Berlin

good, will take pride,” said
Kenneth Owens. “We g0 to the movies to see

the guy in the white hat. Jesse represents that,
not only to Americans but to people all over the
world.”

Batlle said Atianta Olympics officials are
unw e of how we can gy b o
Owens during the Olympic Games.”

Owens was born in a simple “dog-trot

Jau
house” a few hundred yards from the park, said
Jmpmmmmwwmmm
- ity moed to

land, Ohio, when he was 9 years old.
Pinion said visitors often are disappointed at
the park.
‘Mszy,‘lslhinlllhmiswhmmhm?,’
Pinion said.

In a small lot on one side of the road is a
diplay case containing storics and potogrphs
from Owens’ career.

Two monuments in front of the display case
disagree about the year of Owens’ birth — one
Saying ~On this site in 1914 was bor Jease
Owens, alltime track great,” and the other
mumhuhkqnnasm:useo which is

s the road is 3 17acre tract, also
marked by  Jesse Owens Memorial Park sign,
featuring a basketball court with backboards and
rims badly in need of reair.

A bronze statue of Jesse Owens could be in

government grants, corporate
tions — of the more than $1 million they need.
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Owens’ Ideal

Devotion To Olympics Earns Tribute

THERF. COULD HIARDLY be a more ap'}:ropriate and de-
served tribulc to Jesse Owens than to route the Olympic torch on
its way to the 1996 Atlania international games by the modest
North Alabama park which marks his birthplacc.

Owens, who was born near Qakville in Lawrence County,
moved north with his family when he was 9 and sprinted into his-
tory during the 1936 Berlin Olympics. There he easily shattered
athletic records and Adolph Hitler's theories of Aryan racial su-
premacy. : :

Hitler planncd the "36 Olympics as a showcase for his Aryan
theories and his Nazi regime. But to Hitler's chagrin, Jesse Owens
quietly stole the show. .

The son of a cotton farmer and grandson of a slave, Jesse
Owens won four Olympic gold medals during thosc games. He
broke two Olympic records and equaled a third. The relay team
he anchored broﬁl:the world record.

It would be four decades before the last of his 11 track-and-
field records were erased from the record books. .

Despite his international success, in an era when opportunities
for blacks were severely limited, Owens returned 1o America and
raced against cars, trucks, motorcycles and horses. Refusing to be
bitter, he said such races were “an honest living.”

Eventually, he b a motivational speaker, praising the vir-
tues of patriotism, clean living and fair play.

His devotion to the Olympic idcal never wavered. In 1968 he
persuaded other black U.S. athletes not to walk out of the Mex-
o City games when John Carlos and Tommie Smith raised
clenched fists during the Star Spangled Banner. ;

*I could appreciate their frusirations,” he said. *'] told them
they should fight their war on another battlefield. The Olympics
were nol the proper place.”

He offered solid advice to athletes which sadly is virtually
ignored today: *Regardless of his color, a man who becomes a
recognized athlete has to lcarn to walk 10 feet tall. But he must
huve his dignity off the athlctic field.™

THERE IS only a modest and park dedi d 1o
Owens near his birthplace in Oakville. It is an alternative to a
white legislator’s suggestion for 8 more prominent memorial at
the county courthouse in Moulton, bul that suggestion three
years after his death was rejected by Lawrence County commis-
sioners.

Owens would have shrugged off such controversy. However, it
would be appropriate for Alabama and Olympic organizers to get
together to plan honors for Owens in his native state,

Alabama citizens in both the public and privatc sectors should
push to upgradé Owens park and help | Supporiers raise a
planncd bronze statuc of him there in time for the Olympics.

The Atlanta Commitiec for the Olympic games is l’lsu:‘inie
routes and times and mileage for the Olympic torch. It will be a
tragedy if the torch is routed through Alabama without goin,
past Owens' park and monument on the 60th anniversary of ?lis
tremendous achievement.

As it passes, that torch should be dipped in tribute to this

“unassuming man who used his athletic talents to severely embar-
rass Adoloh Hitler




Olympic tribute

Torch may pass by hero’s birthplace

By Tom Smith
Frankiin Barvns

o DAKVILLE — It sppears Jesse Owens will one g be
nsible. (()r gt ot il e s
Pearts swell soth e,
Owens, who s bom in the Oakville community just south
of Mouhion, becarne the United States hero of the 1936 Olympics
 capturing four go
As the United Sigts. repares o host the 1996 Oy
Summer Games in Atlanta, plans. are un o have the
Obmic woech bearet asa hroigh Lawrence County and pay s
visitto Owens' birthplace.
James Pinion, a member of the committee that is helping
ar the site of Owens' birth. said he talked with
Olympic organizers last week and believes the chance of having
the torch bearer come 1o the Jesse Owens Memorial Park is
better than aversy
e came up with this idea and contacted oficals with the
Oympis Shout binging the torch though Oakille)” Piion
ey Joved it. They thought it was a great idea, and right
o hey're doing al hey can t change he route o Wil come
through here.
pieThe park s ks to Jesse Owens and o bis mermay
fost people remember him for what he accomplished in the
Ub)mws ind | ant thisk 01 beter w2y (0 nayriotae tht sy
by having the Olympic forch make & visit to the
contiried om 28

%

o
| Lawrence County community honors
Ofimpic skd meds winner Jese Oncs, who was born ncar
Moalton in 1913

Memorial in rural

‘The Jesse Owens Memorial Park is
uﬂiylhwhuﬂﬁr‘eﬂ)’iﬁs where em‘mihmmmd

lived with his family \lrml they moved to Cleveland, Ohio,
‘when he was 9 years

For several yws. a small shrine consisting of a display
case and two monuments were all that honored one of the
county’s greatest natives.

However, that has changed.

Now, across the street a sign hangs in front of a 17%-
acre tract of land that identifies the site as the Jesse
‘Owens Memorial

n Lawrence 203

two years ago." said
park committee. “We've
got a lot of plans for o et e et do s
mir\gs but we've still gota lot to inish.’
e park now includes volleyball courts, a softball
ba;chal] field and basketball court. Within the near fuuu'e,
hope 1o have 2 walking trail, six
picnic pavilions scattered throughout the park, concession
stand, restroom facilities, track, parking area and play-
ground equipment.
“That's just for the recreational part oft,” said Pinion.
Ona is gvelooingthe secreatona ara. 3 museu,
a replica of Owens' “dogtrot” birthplace and a statue of
Uw:ns will be built
the shrine now across the street from the park,
illbe moved e e park.
Sculptor hired for statue
Pinion said the museun, the house and statue should
bein place by the time the Olympic torch comes through.

“We've already commissioned a Birmingham scul
10 il - st P s, Tt ol begh
Getober and shoud e frshed by 1996."

Funding fer the park has been on¢ reason for the slow
progress. Total cost for the project is estimated at more
than $600,000.

Pinion said a ot of the funding has come through grants
and private donations. He said he has applied for other
frants to complete the project.

“Getting the statue, museum and house in place is the

biggest urgency right now,” Pinion said. “That's the next-
biggest project.

“(The park) isn't a Iot to look at right now, but we're
getting ready to o 2 lot. Within the next few months,
we're going to start on a large pavilion, concession area
and restroom facilty.

““There’s going to be alot of work going on around here
over the next couple of years,

White, who lives near the site of the prk, said the park
:nd emorial to Owens have been a “dream of a lot of

"Th:mi been a lot of time and cffort by a lot of

mbe\m.s;fmruw next couple of years, but [ know we
can get everything done and in place by the time the
(Olympic) torch comes through here.

“This park has the potentl to be one of the county’s
biggest tourist attraction,” he said. Its great 1o inally see
it all coming together and being; recognized for What it is
and what it can mean (o the county and this entire area.”
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Backers of Jesse Owens Park

LeRoy Walker

By Jon Rabiroff
News staff writer

“geed money” to do a feasibility study, Ms.
Hovater said, and plan to formally kick off
efforts early next year.

neeﬂmmdevdnpaparkandmusenmm

Oakville dedxaved to Jesse Owens got ou
the starting blocks y, but it is clear the
project is still a long way from the finish line.

Close to $200,000 has been raised or pledged
for the project, but estimates of its ultimate
cost range from $1 million to $5 million.

Organizers of the effort hope to have the
park developed and a museum built in time for
a visit by the Olympic torch when it is carried
cross-country on its way to the 1996 Olympic
Games in Atlanta.

“Right now, it's a project with a vision
looking for ]e:dmshlp in the community to
make it happen” said Paula Hovater, a
spokeswornan for the effort.

Toward that end, about 75 Birmingham-area
business leaders attended a luncheon Thursday
at The Club, at wlnchamnde]altbedevelop-
menlplan':snnvdledndthmeanmﬁng
were urged fo {ake an active role in moving the
project forward.

Ms. Hovaler, in an emotional plea to the

, said residents of Oakville — a rural

et in northwest Alabama where Owens

was born — do not have the money to brild the
project on their own.

“These folks want to give a greal tribute to
Jesse Owens and you can help them,” she said.

Owens, who died in 1980, became ar interna-
tional hero when he won four gold medals at
the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, making a
mockery of Adolf Hitler's talk of a master
race.

Promoters of the project are looking for

At present, visitors to Jesse Owens Memoria)
Park off Alabama 157 find two monuments and
a display case containing stories and photo-
graphs from Owens' career.

Across the road is a 17-acre tract where
rxrk ‘hope to build a museum, a rep-

of Owens’ cl:ildhood home and a 10-fool
statue of the Olympic hero,

In addition, plans call for development of a
track, basebal} field, lg\nh courts and picnic
pavilions. Almost $100,000 in sité, work has al-
ready been done as 2 donation to the project.

US. Olympic Committee President LeRoy
Wa!ka——ahendo(Owesmmemhwe
Thursday — said there is an “excellent”
chance the Olympic torch will stop h Oakville,
but no final decisions have been

While Owens’ -ccompllshments are com-
memorated in halls of !ame Waller said,
“There is no tangible 1 know Jesse
would want” that utilizes the evenls in his life
to teach and inspire young people.

Walker said the cost of the project, which he
put at $3 million to $5 mllion, is a small price
to pay considering the benefits it will bring to
Alabama and the fact that it will honor one of
the state’s greatest athletes.

“This is a project that needs afl the help it
can get,” he said.

US. Rep. Tom Bevil), D-Jasper, said of the
proposed development, “We know that it's
mﬁ:bea'mn‘lnaﬁracﬁonlompeople
into Lawrence County.

Gov. Jim F‘nlmm,m commenting on the pos-
sibility of an Olympic torch visit. sud “We
would be greatly honored if we would be able
to take part in this tribute.”
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Tribute
to Owens
overdue

BIRMINGHAM — About 100 of
us sit atop Red Mountain in what
may well be the city’s most ex-
clusive meeting room. Heavy rain
clouds hamper the spectacular
trademark
view from The
Club, its chalk-
colored, private
walls a familiar
landmark in
the shadow of
the statue Vu-
lcan. But no
matter.

Alabama
Gov. Jim Fol-
som is here.
Dr. LeRoy
Walker, presi-
dent of the
U.S. Olympic
Committee, is the keynote. US.
Rep. Tom Bevill is here. Business
leaders and public relations spe-
cialists are here. Blacks and
whites, high-profile and regular
folk, all here, eating orange rolls
and chicken with a fancy menu
name.

It’s a little hard to comprehend.
We are gathered together in a
pre-fund-raising luncheon for a
17.5-acre Jesse Owens Memorial
Park in his hometown of Oakville.
The dignitaries are outdoing one
another in expressing support for
the park project.

Bevill says he's “proud to tell
people [ represent the county
(Lawrence) where Jesse Owens
was born.”

Folsom says he’s mﬁl excited
the Olympic torch may
through Oakville, populauon 200,
on its way to Atlanta in 1996.

Nobody dares mention the real
birth of this Qwens’ tribute more
than a decade ago. It began as a
sadly typical racial dispute when
white Lawrence County officials
refused a request to allow a
monument honoring Owens on
the courthouse lawn. They said
they feared “a flood of similar
requests.” Of course that wasn't
it.

Rheta
Grimsley
Johnson

(As if they worried about run-
ning out of grass if every Law-
rence County Olympic legend
who had won four gold medals
and single-handedly made a fool
of Hitler wanted to stake a spot.)

No congressmen took Jesse's
part then. No governor. But a
small group of black Masons in
Oakville said they'd make a home
for the monument. They cleared
the briars from a corner of cow
pasture and poured homemade
walks. Before the little obelisk
could be unveiled, hoodlums in a
pickup truck tried to pull it down.
But the ceremony came off on
schedule, with singing and rejoic-
ing. There was much joy in Oak-
ville.

I realize all this is ancient his-
tory. Communities and leaders
can mellow, see the light. It's
never too late to do the right
thing. The support for a first-rate
park now appears solid and bira-

Even cautious white politicians
sense that it's all right in 1994 to
recognize the greatness of Al-
abama’s own international star
Jesse Qwens.

Bevill might have stumbled on
part of the truth. “You know,
we've got some really livewire
citizens there,” he said, meaning
Oakville and the nearby county
seat, Moulton. They have “seized
upon the tourism value.”

There are some $1 million
plans. There will be a statue, a
playground area, a nice running
track. It must sound good to a
rural county that could use visi-
tors. And any Alabama business
or individual should be honored
to contribute. Real heroes like
Jesse Owens are rare, maybe
even obsolete

But I hope that somehow in the
stampede to unveil Jesse in time
for the 1996 Olympics that every-
one remembers how this thing
stumbled off the blocks. That

someone gives credit to the Oak-
ville Masons in the humble cin-
derblock meeting hall who didn’t
have money, only vision and de-
termination.

From an Oakville cow pasture
‘to Birmingham's The Club is 80
miles or a million. Depending on
the measure you use.

United Featurs Syndate



1996 Olympic Torch Relay

The torch will be lit in Olympia, Greece and then flown to the
United States.

The Olympic Torch Relay begins in Los Angeles on April 27, 1996
and arrives at Olympic Stadium in Atlanta on July 19, 1996.

The flame will travel more than 15,000 miles, visiting 42 states
and 1,200 cities, over 84 days.

The flame will pass within a two hour drive of more than 85% of
the U.S. population.

The flame will be carried by 10,000 Torchbearers, each traveling
one kilometer.

Torchbearers will be accompanied by Escort Runners who run
five kilometers.

The flame will also be transported for portions of the route via
train, cable car, horseback, canoe, ferry, steamboat, plane and
sailboat.

The Relay will stop twice a day to be part of celebrations
organized by communities along the route.



“The U.S. Olympic Committec will make the
final decision (on the path of the torch run) and

then announce it in July,” Pinion said.

Pinion and other members of the Jesse
Owens Park committee have been actively
trying to bring the torch through north Alabama
and the site of Owens' birthplace.

Owens, who was born in the Oakville
community just south of Moulton, became the
American hero of the 1936 Olympics by captur-
ing four gold medals in track and field.

“We believe it would be a great way to
showcase the area, plus be a pood way to draw

attention to the Olympics,” Pinion said.
Pinion said when he talked with the advance

‘Walker, president of the U.S. Olympic Commi
tee.

“He was a longtime friend of Jesse Owen
and | met with him kst October in Bir
i " Pinion said. “He indicated then th:
it would be appropriate for the torch to com
here.”

Pinion said he has since written Walker
letter explaining the committee’s ideas for th
park and what it would mean to have the torc
come through Owens' hometown.

The Jesse Owens Memorial Park is o

PATH continued on 2.

opening ceremonies of the 1996
Summer Games.

“What better way to promote the

Olympics than by coming through the

ic area where one of the

torch pay it a visit.” Olympic

greatest

ic champions ever was born,”
Pinion said. “I feel optimistic about
our chances, but until the an-
nouncement is made, I'll just have to
wait and keep my fingers crossed.”
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TRACK & FIELD

Town where Owens was born
plans a statue and a museum

Qakville, Ala., wants to put the
controversy about its most fa-
mous native son behind it. That is
why officials in Lawrence
County, Ala., where Owens was
born Sept. 12, 1913, will unveil a
statue of the East Tech and Ohio
State track legend next year, de-
fusing a controversy in which
town fathers had snubbed Owens’
memory

On Feb 28, 1996, a statue of
Owens g].ldmg down a track will
be dedicated in Oakville at the
17%-acre city park that carries
Owens' name. His upraised foot,
as he strikes a sprinting pose, will
rest on the Olympic rings.

Controversy broke out 10 years
ago when politicians in Moulton,
the county seat of Lawrence
County, refused to have an Owens
memorial placed on the court-
house lawn. Since then, Gloria
Fitzgerald, a relative of Owens by
Imarriage who is now living in Lo-
‘rain, has criticized the appear-
ance and upkeep of the QOakville
park, as well as the progress that
was being made on the Owens
statue.

James Pinion, a member of the
Jesse Owens Memorial Park
Board in Lawrence County, said
the county hopes to have a mu-
seum commemorating Owens in
place by next summer, when the
Atlanta Olympics celebrate 100
years of the modern Olympic
movement. Plans are also under-
way to beautify the park and to
have the Alabama high school
sprint champions hold an exhibi-
tion there. Oakville also still
hopes to be a stop for next sum-
mer’s Olympic Torch relay. The
torch’s itinerary will be revealed
in July.

Owens won four gold medals in
the 1936 Berlin Olympics, refut-
ing German leader Adolf Hitler’s
theories of an “Aryan” master
race. The sculptor for the Owens
statue, Branko Medenica, is a
German who works in Birming-
ham, Ala.

“Funny how things work out,
isn’t it?" said Pinion.

BILL LIVINGSTON
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Competition to carry torch will be tough

Though more people will carry the
Olympic torch in "96 than in any previous
relay to the Games, competition for the
honor is going to be tough.

Official presenters United Way and
Coca<Cola will pick 8,000 of the official car-
riers.

United Way plans to choose 5,500 “com-

munity heroes” with the help of United
Way member organizations.

Coca<Cola, which controls 2,500 of the
slots, will give Coke consumers a chance to
quality.

The remaining 2,000 torchbearers will
be picked by the Atlanta Committee for

By Genevieve Lynn, USA TODAY

the Olympic Games and US. Olympic
Committee.

Details on how you can carry the torch
will be announced later this year,

But for now, you can at least get a free
U.S. torch relay map from the folks at
Coke. Call: 1-800-4-96-COKE.

— Ben Brown



OLYMPICS

Road to Atlanta adds time

to stop, chat

On By 19

1996, when the Olympic torch
travels the last few hundred

yards to the cauldron atop the 8,

specially designed tower next
to the Olympic Stadium, it will
have completed one of the
most celebratory journeys in
public relations history.

But scenes of the Olympic
flame passing before a back-

through
required 3,636 runners in
Greece and the USA.

LA i who rein-
vented the modern Games
through marketing hustle,
charged runners tote
the flame.

Bearers of the torch to Atlan-
ta won't have to pay. But most
will have to be former Olympi-

presenters United Way and
Coke.

Also unlike the LA relay in
this o

idea 1s 10 add
pic element o regional
celebrations by stopping long
enough to take part

curity folks.

The torch features 22 alumi-
num “reeds” gathered in the
center. The “reeds” represent

for the 22 times the modern Olym-

pic Games have been held.

The names of the 20 host cit-
ies, including Atlanta, are
etched on a gold-plated band
near the base. A handle of
Georgia hardwood makes the
torch easy (o carry.

The torch has a dual-burner
system that helps the flame re-
sist wind and rain during the
relay.

The flame, ignited in Olym-
pia, Greece, is kept in a lantern
that travels with the relay, The
lantern is closely guarded to
ensure the flame is never ex-
tinguished.

A single torch is lit from the
flame every morning for thai
day’s relay.

The flame is scheduled o
begin its 15,000-mile tour of the
USA Apnil 27, when it arrives
in.Los from Greece.

It will arrive at the stadium
during the opening ceremony
July 19 and be extinguished
during the closing ceremony
Aug 4. The athletes who will
light the Atlanta flame have
not been named.

By Ben Brown
USA TODAY
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Next up: determining



