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J esse Owens’
family to plant
white oak tree

By Ronnie
DALY Staft Writer

OAKVILLE — James Pinion says
he hasn't seen a poem as lovely as
a tree, either, but for the past few
days a particular tree — lovely as it
is, has caused a headache.

When the family of Jesse Owens
plants a tree May 16 to conclude
dedication ceremonies at the Jesse
Owens Museum, Pinion, event co-
ordinator, was determined that it
would be an English aak, although
that a nide to either Car-
Ulage Mo, or Lone Oak, Ga., fo get

.-\s the tree plot played out, Pinion
settled for a white cak from Muscle
Shoals.

oak along \nm all other gold medal
winners, He picked up one for each
of his four medals,

The yearold scedlings were a
“gift from the German people™ as
Chancellor Adolf Hitler hoped to
camoullage the evil intentions of his
Third Reich to wisitors from 52
countries.

A Berlin I'Irm. which
supplied cak wreaths for the gold
medalists, proposed awarding the
trees. Wreaths for the victors’ heads
are no longer a part of the Olympic
presentation.

Quarantine state

According to an artide several
vears ago in The Olympian, most of
the young trees were in a sorry
state when they were released from
quarantine in the United States af-
ter the winners returned to homes
and schools around the country.

Owens planted one of his trees in
his mother’s back yard in Cleveland,
and one at James Ford Rhodes
High School, where he used the
track to practice. The third was
planted on Varsity Row al alma
mater Ohio State University. The
fourth one died in the nursery.

Pinion, Lawrence County exten-
sion agent, wouldnt give up until he
ot the same bad news from Harry
Ponder, a horticulturist and profes-
sor at Aubum University.
Problem with mildew

He said that mildew makes the

English oak unadvisable to plant
here, and recommended the white
oak because “it's a kissin' cousin’ to
the English.”

So Pinion canceled the order in
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The trees from the 1936 Olympics

were presented to gold medal win-
ners in specially prepared pots
AOHME WILD e Uympic e and
the inscription “Grow to the honour
of victory! Summon to further
achievemenl
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