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Take 1-59 toward
Birmingham
tol

Take 1-65 North toward
Cullman

Take the Highuay 157
toward Cullman and
Oakville,

Jesse Owens Museum
is about 30 miles from the
Interstate off Highway 157

A statue of Olympic champion

Jesse Owens, left, greets visi-

tors ta the Jesse Owens

Museum and the Jesse Gwen
rial Pai

New museum is long-awaited

honor for Alabama Olympian

By KATHERINE LEE
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twas a little mare
years ago that African-Ameri-
can athlete Jesse Owens
thumbed his nose at Adolf
Hitler's theory of A
riority in the 1996 Olympic Games
in Berlin, winning gold medals in
four track and field events and
the hearts of the German pecple
in the pry
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as well as the visitor’s center
museum, a replica of Owens’ first
home and a sculpture of Owens
created by Birmingham
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Rise from poverty

Owens' rise from abject poverty
as the youngest of nine children

plays 4 large role in his memori-
al_ A replica of the family’s threc-

home sits a few yard

it's accurate, right down
the thin quilts on the floor that
the family used during the cald
winters.
“When liu' Owens family saw
start

the hause,

Pinion. .ecnued --
(Owvens’ brother) remer
lot more cracks in the floar,
though”

Flans are in the works to add a
sound system so visitors can listen
10 an audio track of Sylvester

slory conlinues, from his family’s
relocation to Cleveland to his athle
ic career as a student at Ohio State
University to his triumphant Olym-
pic wins and his life after the Olym-
pies

ck then, athletes didn’t have
big endorseménts anda ot of mon:
ey waiting for them when they got
back.” said Pinion. Owens returned
to Ohio State to finish his degree
and supparted his family in part by
becoming something of ai
SR g s it
horses to earn money, as well as
working with disadvantaged youth.

G morkinide hussanikarias
work culminated in the Medal of
Freedom, which was awarded to
hign in 1976,

Plaques mounted in front of park
benches seattered throughoul the
park honor several of the park's do-
nors, including the Louise Pinion
Wilson Art Gallery in Tuscalogsa

Worthwhile
struggle

‘The long fight to create the musc-
um has already done much toward
bringing peogle logether, s2id Rare
Kin, e pasitive side, the pea-
'plcu]n) made\hwlﬂppenl arned a
It about each other. They devel-
oped a mutual respect. [i was their
persiatence and st hanging in
there that made it happen.

Rankin plans m attend a private

museum écremony for the family
and major do y 15, as wellas
the public desdication the pext day
She has seen artist’s renderings of
the exhibits, but hasn't yet seen the
ed product
“I'm koking forward to it,”" she
said. “It's a iribute to my father's
life and memary
Ta those wha charged that racism
‘played a role in ot bringing about
m earlier, she said, “If
racism and bigotry is based on igno-
rance, then education is the best
way o combat i
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Eric Desson, art directar fo De
sign Display Inc., the B

display compan: c
create the exhibits, said he hapes
peopl willleave the museun ko
ing more about a man who led more
by examole than by speeches

1 think anyene coming ta Lhe iy
seum will find Jesse Owens was an
inspiring man who brought the is-
sue of cavil righ

use-
urn would find inspiration, that even
under the worst conditions, people
AL

“We' isitors from Russia,
from New bal-mt all over t
world, who admired Jesse Owens
said Pinion, “He's known ever,
wl

“We had o German visitor once
ho Who said, ‘We don't like to talk
about Hitler in Germany, but we
still love to talk about Jesse Ow-
-




