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‘Celebration

Owens museum
opens to public;
dream fulfilled

By Ronnie Thomas
DAILY Stall Wides

OAKVILLE — Words and deeds
from the heart dooded Jesse Owens
Memaorial Park during the dedication
of the track stars museum on & swel-
tering Saturday aftermoon.

From the slicing of the ribbon by his
wify, Huth, {0 the planting of & white
oak tree by the family, the fact that
this was & historical event laced in
human emotion and focused on heal-
ing race relations was nol lost on the
crowd.

The Rev. Kenneth Owens of Saint
Mark Primitive Baptist Church of
Allens said people today must over-
corme some of the same barriers Jesse
(Owens hurdled on his way to great-
eSS

“When Governoe George Wallace
stood i the schoolhouse door, it did
nal stop progress,” e sakd “When the
Lawrence Counly Commassion kepl a
monument in Jesse Owens' memary
from being placed on the courthouse
square, it dd nol stop progress. We
must keep hig vision alive, What are
you doing o make an impacl in
? 2’z fife?™

Gloria Hemphill, Owens'  oldest
donsgher, speaking on behalf of the
family. =aid, “We hape you will accepl
us as a citizen of this beautiful county,
and that we may be one of you™

She called the museum a “celebra-
tion of a champion and a master ol the

of the

spired  counth
bcsl for their family and their coun-

ry.
James Pinion, Lawrence County
Extension coordinator, said develop-

maufmepark was a devam that
ago, cenlered on a
barmnﬁnkiuf 7.5 acres, which grew

Hemd the dreamers wanted o
honor and perpeliate Use memory of
Owens" athletic and humanitarian ex-
pﬂuﬂx and that as dreams are

In closing he paraphrased the
words of (he Rev. Martin Luther King
Iz

“We are prowed that we can ﬁn-l{
say, home at last, home al last,

God Almighty, Jesse Owens is home
ail last!”

The white oak planted near
Dwens' bronze sculpture is symbolic
of English oak seedlings he received
for each of the four gold medals he
won al the 1936 Berlin Olympies. He
planted three of the trees, two in
Cleveland and one al Ohio State
University, but the fourth seedling
died.

The plague at the site reads:

=Jesse Cwens Gold Medal Oak,
planted by the Jesse Owens family,
May 16, 1998 May the tree grow to
the honor of Jesse Owens’ viclonies
and achievements.”

Visitors pouring into the air
conditioned museum found a re-

Terry Frederick, 53, of Atlanta,
who works for C8X Railroad, is vis-
mbmﬂlmm&]ewmmwnu

of Franklin County where he
was born, but timed his trip lo co-
incide with the museum’s opening.

a sales repre-
sentative &mn B1ming1am called
the exhibits “breathtaking” and the
museum opening “truly historical.”
He said it isnl everyday that an
event of this magnitude socurs.
“This facility is 2 monument that
will stand the test of time, and
generation afler generation will
learn from it My son is only 2, but
Il be bringing him in the future.”

Ath Owens, supporied by L
Tan Whis, walhes with

awnence County's Thes.
hat sonriae, Makooim

Owens grandson
had commitment

OAKVILLE — Many were
saddened that Stuart Owen
Rankin couldnt allend Sa-
urday’s dedication of the Jesse
Owens Museum becase of a
priar commitment

Rankin, a pgrandson of
hwens, ran the 1986 Alanta
Ddympics torch inlo the park
when it was dedicated and the
Orwens sculplne urmvebed

DALY Pagns oy O Mgpracmam
Hemghil, whik 3 whie ook Ted o Pled durng
dedicataon ceremonies of T Cwens museum

“Thi ¢onflct,” his  father
Stuart s, " tal he's poo
pasing loday while driving his
grriiriend. Saral Trenary, from
Maew York b Chicapgn.”

Ms. Trenary, o low studemt
al New York Universily, plans
0 join a Chicage law Grm.

— Ronmie Thomas

Ruth Owens and sculptor Branka Mederica of Birming

moment belore the Jesse Owers Olympic sisiue in Cwens Park




