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Owens’ memory honored with
historical marker

By Tom Smith
REGIONAL BUREAL CHIEF

OAKVILLE - Rep. Jody Letson said
there’s only one word that can describe
Jesse Owens - hero.

“The dnwwy defines a hero as an
:llustmus warrior; a man admired for
his ach and noble qualiti
one that shows great courage; the cen-
tral figure in an event, period of move-
ments - Jesse Owens fits this definition,”
said Letson, D-Hillshoro,

During a briel ceremony Sunday
afternoon in the shadows of the Jesse
Owens Museum, a historical marker
was unveiled honoring Lawrence Coun-
1y's most famous native,

Tt was an honor for us to participate
in this project,” said Dr. Robert Rhyne
Jr.. president of the Lawrence County

Historical Commission.

The Lawrence County Historical
Commission donated the historical
marker to the Owens Park and Muse-
um board. Owens lived in Lawrence
County until his was 9 when his family
moved to Cleveland, Ohio.

In the 1936 Summer Olympics in
Germany, Owens won four gold medals.
He won the 100-meter dash, the 200-

meter dash, the long jump and was a
member of the 400-meter relay team.

After his wins, Adolph Hitler would
not recognize Owens for his accom-
plishments. However, when he returned
1o the United States, he received a hero's
welcome.

“During the 1936 Hitler Olympics,
Jesse Owens not only competed against
the pmau--t athletes in the world, but

Ingg\-v.i racist the world has
ever knnwn. Letson said to about 60
people who attended the ceremony.
“The nest time you are looking for & rue
hero, look no further than your own
back yard, Oakville - the birthplace of
Jesse Owens,”
Therman White, a member of the
boartdl, and Lawrence County Conr
missioner Randall LouAllen accepted
the marker for the park.

“We appreciate the effort of every-
one that made this possible,” White said.
“This marker is going to be a great addi-
tion to the park.”
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“The next time you are
looking for a true hero,
look no further than your
own back yard, Oakville
— the birthplace of Jesse
Owens.”
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Olympics that were held in Melbourne,
Australia.

“It’s only fitting we honor Owens
todday as the world watches the 2000
Summer Olympics in Australia” Letson
said.

“The historical marker will be placed
at the entrance of the park and muse-
um. The park is al the intersection of
Lawrence 187 and Lawrence 203 in the

Owens the Greatest Track and Field
Athlete in History.

In 1956, President Dwight Eisen-
hower appointed Owens Lo serve as his
representative in the 1956 Summer

Oakville ¢ near where Owens.
was born.

The park is home to a museum that
houses memorabilia of Owens’ life. Also
in the museum are two recently donated
oil paintings of Owens,

Atlantic Richfield Co., which spon-
sored the Jesse Owens Games youth
track and fiekd program from 1964-94,
donated the paintings and other mem-
orabilia to the museum.

‘1| -:mrpkamrembe.lbk- un:lmau
lhe museum,” said Seymour ‘-xaun
ARCO/BP Information resource center
manager.

“The games' slogan ‘Everyone's A
Winner’ epitomized Jesse's philosophy
that by taking part in the program, a
youngster was a winner by simply mak-
ing that first step. .

“He never missed an opportunity 1o
kneel down at eve level to talk with an
unsuceessiul, disappointed participant
about the importance of having taken

part.

“He had a tremendous impact on the
lives of millions and millions of young
people across this country.”

LouAllen, whose district inchudes the
Oakville area, said Owens was indeed a
hero.

“He had a saying ‘In America, any-
body can be somebody, ™ LouAllen saic.
“] believe that, and he lived w prove that
is true.

“Lawrence County is proud of him.”



