TimesDaily

Thursday, September 28, 2000

Pinion: Owens park needs more money

County allowance
doesn’t pay utilities

By Tom Smith
REGHINAL BUREAL CHIEF

MOULTON - A member of the
Jesse Owens park and Museum
board says the park may close
unless it gets more money from the
Lawrence County Commission.

“We try to do all we can with the
maney we get, from keeping the
park looking good to trying to pro-
mote it.” James Finion said. “But our

expenses take up just about allof the  ty until he was 9, when his family
money we get” moved to Cleveland, He became a
In the recently adopted 2001  national hero when he won four gold
budget. the commission iat- medals in the 1936 Summer
ed 516,000 for the four county-  Olympics in Germany:
OWT : Ovwens park, Indian Cunmmrmw each of the
Mound Park in Oakville, Veterans  four parks. would get $4,000.
Memorial Park in East Lawrence If that is all the money Owens
and Red Bank Park north of Town  park gets, it will close at the end of
Creek. February, Finion said.
Owens park, named in honor of “They gave us 54,000 1o operate

the Olympic champion and
Lawrence County native, is at the
intersection of Lawrence 187 and
203 in the ille com-

munity.
Owens lived in Lawrence Coun-

the park. Our utility bill is averaging
59,000 a year,” Pinon said. ‘s obwi-
ous that isnt enough money to

operate.
Finion said the county has paid
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the utility bill since the park opened
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In addition to the money from
rontity, the park also will receive
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the museum
he upkeep and mainte
findon said.
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“Wee trie to make everything
n.\-.s,m! “We own three

sme amount.”

Bt Pinion said Owens park is
different. Those differences should
be taken into consideration when it
COMEs 10 mm]uu.r e saiel.

They don’t have a museun,
which along with the replica of
Owens” bir e, are the main
Attractions here, Plus, we operate
wear-round: the other parks don't.
+ The park has anracted visitors
from througheut the waorld.

flerent purpose |‘mmlh( other
=" Pinion said. “The purpose of
this park is to educate the people
about Jesse Owens. It's that name.
Jesse Owens, that brings people o
this park. not recreation.”

Twao county commissioners
agree with Finion, During the budg-
el meeting. Commissioners Mose
Jones Jr. and Ranckall LouAllen voled
1o amend the budget o increase
Owens park’s allocation o 59,000

But their maotion failed.

“In my epinion, the parks should
e funded based on need,” LowAllen
satiel. "I wee're going to own the park,

b ¢ should take the

park ck
“Wee czm .ﬂwa\\. milni( and book
at the funding again,” he said. “We
wanted 1o be fair o each of the il
ities and that's what we tried to do
with our park money.”
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Torn, said he is willing to see
s any state money available,
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Exhibits the Jexso Gwors Musoum in Oakville in
Lawrence County offer scones from the Olympian's Be and honors.




