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Jesse Owens’ winin the broad jump atthe wsasmymmcswas his third gold medal.

Show celebrates
65th anniversary
of Owens’ 4 golds

By Bert Rosenthal
Assacated Press Wriler

NEW YORK — Sixty-five years a

winning four track and field gold medalsin
the 1936 Berlin pL\mpm

“He had a sense of how important it was
to be Jesse Owens,” said Herb Douglas,
luu.nderulthe International Amateur Ath-
letic tion, which administers the
Jesse Owens International Trophy Award.
“He wa.sthe o&l:ome of how a man should
be, on and fiele
“Jesse and Joe Louis broke down barri-

ers for Afri in a way that

T
achievements in Owens' life — will be cel-
ebrated Tuesday night at 7 when ESPN
Classic shows a one-hour

‘SportsCentus
onibe manconsdereaty
many to be the greatest
track and field athlete in
history.

Owens' then unprece-
dented victories in the
100 and 200 meters, long
Jjump and 400 relay, are
presented in vivid detail, —
and his impact on the Jesse
world stage is lauded by D00 1380
family, friends, coaches, athletes, team-
mates, writers, sportscasters and even for-
mer President Gerald Ford

as acceptable. They were the epitome of
gentiemen ‘They did it the right way.”
Owens' way would have been to do it

::mplr and without much fanfare. But
o was bornin Lamence County,

instead, the Olympics turned into a his-
taric occasion for Owens.

On Aug 3, 1936, Owens won the 100, tying
the Olympic record of 10.3 seconds. The
next day, he won the long jump with an
Olympic record 26 feet, 5% inches. On .\ug
5, he smashed another O
winning the 200 al 20.7, and on Aug 9 he
capped his awesome performance
ning the opening Icgmﬂw relay team that
won ina world-record

‘l\mn“hmet'wmh umtltdl.ommn]
and political significance. In the long jump,
Owens fouled on his first two attempts. An-
other foul and he would be eliminated from
the final. Then, Luz Long. one of Hitler’s fa-
vorite athletes, suggested that Owens
‘maove his approach back 6 inches.

Armed with that advice, Owens qualified
for the final, and went on to win. Long fin-
ished second.

Owens was not even supposed to run the
relay. A day before the qualifying heats,
coaches Lawson Robertson and Dean
Cromwell met with the relay team of Mar-
ty Glickman, Sam Staller, Foy Draper and
Frank Wykoff, plus Owens and Ralph Met
calfe, the 1-2 finishers in the 100.

The coaches decided to Lake Glickman
and Stoller — both of whom were Jewish —
off the team and replace them with Owens
and Metcalfe, both of whom were black.
Glickman called the decision “overt anti-
Semitism.”

Still, Owens didn't want to run, saying
Glickman and Stoller had earned their
places on the team and should run.
Cromwell ordered Owens to run, and he
did, g\tmgmm\memansa lead they nev-
erre

The olvmnu.-s turned out to be the
crowning point of Owens’ career.

He was suspended by the U.S. Olympic
Commiltee because he did not stay in Eu.
rope and compete there after the games.
Instead, the tired sprinter came home tobe
‘with his wife, Ruth. He was so discouraged
and dismayed that he retired from track
and field a1 23.

After that, he got offers from Hollywood
and went on the road with dancer Bill “Bo-
jangles” Robinson, but that endeavor fiz-
zled. He Loured with Negro basketball and
baseball teams. but that was short-term.

Eventually, opportunities closed to him,
and in order to earn money, he raced
against horses. That was embarrassing

is ex-
ploits were magnified.
Al the 1935 Big Ten Conference Champi-
onships in Ann Arbor, Mich., Owens broke
Ilve wurid records and tied unulher in less

and i So was the fact that he
couldn't get served at restaurants.

Other low poml.s Jn his career are ex-
posed in the tel

Ford, then
a munratMldugim
A year later, Owens was among 382 U.S.
amlv,es mcludmg 12 blacks, who traveled
to Germany for the Summer Games, an
event that was supposed to immortalize
Hitler’s Third Reich

i Mtulrusslhe
season because of academic d!ﬁm-nun
He was not a good judge of character. He
allcdmpayhnslmcet but was spared a jail
term

Jusse Owens, who was bom in Oakville, humiliated Adolf Hitler by winning four gold medals in the 1836 Berlin Olympics.



