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Breakfast
of champions

Wheaties honors Jesse Owens

By Tom Smith
KEGIONAL L REAL

grocery
store during the next
few weeks, they may
see a familiar face on
baxes of Wheaties.

As part of Black History Month,

General Mills is honoring Lawrence
County native Jesse Owens with a

lition Wheaties box.

The box contains a photo of
Owens on the cover and a biogra-
ghy of him on the back.

“I was in Decatur and saw the
box, and | grabbed a couple up.” said
James Pinion, a member of the
Owens Park and Museum Board of
directors. “1 thought they would be
a great addition to the museum.

“This is a great honor for some-
one local 1o be on a box of
Wheaties.”

Owens was born Sept. 12, 1913,
in the Oakville community, which is
1st south of Moulton.

‘The Owens Park and Museum
is near the site of his birthplace.
ith his amily o

as 9 years okl.
He attended The Ohio State l'ru-

wersity, where he was recognized for
his outstanding efforts in track.
In 1936, as a member of the US.
()}vrmu\ team, (h\mm\im
and international fame. During the
\umm«(}h’mwﬁ. in Berlin, Ger-
many, Owents won four gold medals.
In a news

release, (
Mills sd Owens.

overcame segre-
gation, racism
and bigotry to
take his place as

veiled at the Ohio Stadium on the
campus of The Ohio State Universi-
e for pur.

‘bruary.
Owens’ daughter. Marlene
unveiled the package at

Ohio State,

'lmwm he would be pleased
with greal honor.”
qdlmmhﬂl’lllw home. “Our
entire family is very pleased that this
Imhawrm-d 1t's an honor for our

Rankin said she learned last year
about the honor for her father.

“People from Wheaties called us
10 tell us about the box and what was
going to happen. It was very excit-
ing to know that he had been cho-
sen for the box cover,” she said.

“My father overcame a lot in his
life. 1 know he would be very hon-
ored to take his place among the
many greal athletes who have
appeared on the Wheaties box over
= -

years.
Owens died in 1980 at age 66.
In 1976, he was awarded the
highest a United $
can receive when President Gerald
Ford awarded him the Medal of
Freedom.
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Broad jump medalists salute during the medals ceremony Aug. 11
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