~—THE DECATUR DALY ————

NEWS

Sunday, November 20, 2005

Jesse Owens museum

Lawrence wants
Alabama to take
control of facility

A el
m"m com

!lD ULTON —

the of their
areas,” said Sentell, who also is
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over to the state because thanalocal park board could

tourism directors can do a bet-

Lentz and District 3 Commis-

bmhphceoll:h!mlh and has
been a source

Lentz’ suggestion is not the
first time o want

since ils cmhon in the mid-
1990s. Then-board members
persuaded the US. Olympic
Committee to reroute the 1506
Olympic Torch through Oak-
ville

Since then some
ors. including Lentz, balked at
having to pay the museum’s
utility bills, and said the board is
inefiective in making the faciity
self-suffichent.

Lentz' suggestion came less
than three months after the
commission restructured the

of two lighted ballficlds to gen-
erate revenue when Speake-
area recreation leagues begin
using it

The Jesse Owens Park is in
Chairman Randall LouAllen’s
commission District 5.

If the state assumed the mu-
seum, Loullen said. he would
want the ballfields

ed to give the Jesse Owens -
cility to the state. There is an in-
teractive museum, a statue and
a replica of the doglrot cabin in
which Owens was born. But the
Historical Commission  said

- there is no historical signifi

g‘m«. x:rhh-“ the cabin being

ens’ birthplace or the park

being on his birth site -
Dupctr that, Sentell said, the

is impressive,
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is a valuable showcase for one

of the world's best-known ath-
" he said.

Sentell's favorite part of the
museum is a sign quoling
Owens’ view of the way a con-
temporary athiete should be-
have.

message is quite
relevant today when we have a
lot of professional athletes
whose personal behavior is far
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