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Jesse comes back’ again

Summer Games
mark time to
honor Owens

By MARK
Ti Sparts St
marmonpes i times com
Ruth Owens was prone to
say that “Jesse comes back to
life every four years.”
It's that “every four years”
now, with the 2008 Olympws
Jesse

and Spitzes who have come
along since, Owens remains
one uﬁ.he true Olympic icons,

andon fhe
33100 relay in Lﬁc ’h
Hitler’s master race

the growing Thir
eamned his
indelible s

“Hitler it all built up
where he was going to show-
case his white etes,” said
James Pinion, adirector of the
Jesse Owens Memorial Park in
hr.b:rthplaceot’Oak\.ﬂe“Jmse
destmyed

derable achi

Jesse Owens and California

The Associated Press

mmmmmm'uhmhmm

When the moved to
Cleveland, lﬁ?‘i{emenm
school teach

er misunderstood
Owens when he told hcr his

for a z.lmrecmpper:. kid from
north Alabama whobattled ill-
ness as a child but who, ac-
eorut::h ng to memories shared
wil nion, “every time (peo-
ple\mnﬂd)saehmhedbenm—
ning, just like a deer!

James Cleveland Owens was
born in Oakville on Sept. 12,
1913, one of 12
to Henry and Mary Emma
Owens. The memorial, opened
in 1996, sits on the land where
the Owens family picked cot-
ton.

culmm:h his natural abi
eventually earning hn'n
Ohio State “scholarship.” He
‘was paid to run an elevator in
the state office building to
cover his tuition,

By the 1936 Ol plcs,
Owenswasa
le‘mUnlladStam,wMuﬂck
and field still enjoying a promi-

nmtptx'ﬁununfhehndsﬁ.
He was one of 19 black ath-
letes on the US. Olympicteam.
He was, not, owever

“snubbed” by Hitler; as d
has it. “The yarn was a
cation that originally had noth-
whatsoever to do with
vens"wrote William J. Baker
mhlsboﬂk JmOwam An
American

“Did they make a hasty exit
so Hitler %u]d not havve to
shake hands with the black
Johnson?”  Baker wrote.
“Maybe they did. .. It is diffi-

But if he snubl
American athlete, it was
Cornelius Johnson rather than
Jesse Owens.”
After the Olym,

wasmuhhadby res-
ident. Franklin Rﬂusevrlp
not invite him to the White
House.

‘Owens ran exhibition races
to make ends meet after the
lbl{empmbutevmumnywas

to parlay his medals - and

the lore of Berlin - into a suc-

cessful career as a speaker and
representative of the Olympic
movement.

“The people I've met that
talked to him or have person-
al experiences with him said he
was one of the nicest men you
would ever want to meet;” Pin-
ion

Owens lived much of his
adult life in Chicago, makinga
famous return trip to Colum-
bus, Ohio, to see daughter
Marlene crawned Ohio State

son in the 1970s, but died in
Tucson March 31,1980, of lung
cancer.

“T still believe, and I]fxﬁll
everybody I that I know; if he
was alive today and ci-
pating, he'd beat all them,”
Pinion said.

He noted the track hinder-

blocks, heavy cotton. ﬁﬂ;ﬁ
umfurms fh; gﬁ"npﬁ B
against the people today, he'
win. That’s my personal, w{‘
redju opinion. at
Eeaocomphs‘ hmsundertheur-
cumstances,” Pinion said, ‘hed
still be the fastest one out
there on the track today”



