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r “Yhe Olympian from Oakville lives on

hometown resiclents wha have gone the dis

for him. Jesse Owens dazzled the world by wit

gold medals and ruining Adolf Hitler's

the 1936 Berlin Olympics.
For yearsafterward., few knew about the track star’s
<heard

humble be in Alabama, Even fower I

neor of loca

about the park and muscum that bear his na

residents such as Therman White and James Pinion who
created the heartfelt i

volunteers turned 30acres of cow pasture south of Moulton

ute. Together, the hardworking

into the Jesse Owens Memorial Park & Muscum and
Brought the world to the Olympic clhampion’s homctown,

A Homegrown Tribute Composed ofa small
museum building and an even smaller replica of the
threesroom house where Jesse lived as a child, the aurac-
tion chronicles his life. Born in 1913, he left with his

sharecropper family nine vears later for Columbus, Oliio,

hter future. Afier becoming a track star

looking for a b

at The Ohio State University, he went on to win a record

four track-and-field events at the 1936 Olympics—a feat
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Running Tribute
Volunteers in Jesse O
champion with a community park and museum. By Wade Kwon

Jesse’s daughter and |

ens’s hometown honor the Olympic

FaRLErT: Park
volunteers Curtis
Cole, Therman White,
and James Pinion
stand before a
sculpture of the
Oakville native
bursting through the
Olympic rings, LeFT:
Museum visitors
learn about Jesse’s
life on and off the
track at the memorial
park and museum.

unmatched until Carl Lewis, another Alabama-born
. did ivin 1984

“The Jesse Owens Park near Oakville is a source

Olympi

pride for the Owens family.” says Marlene Owens Ra
Jesse Ow,

Mr. Pinion and

ard member of
oundation in Chicago. “We are grateful t
Mr. White for their vision, dedlication. and

work tomake the park a place for recreatio
The stone museumn building sits at the top of a wind-

n the park welcome center. Exhibits include

and mementos from Jesse’s defining compet

rack shoes, uniforms, and programs.

side, a M-foot-tall statuc by Birmi
ko Medenica shows the runner bursti

igham sculptor

through the

five Olympic rings. A replica of the Owens family

se.

built not far from the site of the original homestead, stands

ncarby. Inside, visitors see the floor that doubled as a bed
for all 10 children, including older brother Sylvester who

narrates a recorded greeting,

Discovering Jesse Therman learncd about his

hometown hero after tr halfway around the world.

Like Jesse, the Alabama native left the state as a vow

Displays, videos, and a rare
film show Jesse's rise as a
world-class track-and-field
athlete. The museum and
park attract thousands

of visitors each year to
Danville just off State 157.

man in search of a better life. He enlist-
edin the M
ing Europe
Ava Tokyo
eran made
Owens had spent his childh
same stretch of land where The
played as a child. “I'd been all ara
the world and thought I'd seen
he says. “So I started thinking that
Danville would be a good s
ple to learn about this famous person.”

Building a Dream With
$15,000 in state grants and $2,500

in retirement savings.

chased farmland near Oakville, hoping
to build a lasting legacy to the sports
legend. “I believe in doing nice things
for the community,” he explains.

In 1991, The nd Marvin
Fitzgel ess usin) started mak-
ing plans for the park. They were soon
joined by James Pinion, the Alabama

operative Extension System coordi-
nator for Lawrence County.

Together the men and other commu-
nity members cventually raised more than
$2 million. Much of the money came after
James asked organizers of Atlanta’s 1996
Olympic torch relay to travel through
Jesse's birthplace when heading south
from Huntsville to Birmingha

The relay focused national attention

on the project, and two years later the
park opened its museum. The
1d Therman started meeting with

te cderal officials to raise
money for a twofe tracting
tourists to the park while also provid-
ingan outdoor facility where residents

could play, exercise, and rela

Adecade after the museum opened its
doors, the original volunteers are keep-
ing it alive. Like Jesse Owens, Therman
and James are both spending their later

rs giving back to communities and
oting children’s sports progra

The Jesse Owens Memorial Park
m: 7019 County Road 203,
35619; www jesseowens
museum.org or (256) 97 636.

In addition to the museum and
Owens's home, the park also fea-
tures two baseball fields for Little
League games and areas where
visitors can stroll, try the long jump
picnic, and play a pickup game of
basketball. James wants to expand
the outdoor offerings by building a
regulation eight-lane running track
for high school and junior college
meets, and he's presently raising
$250,000 for its construction. To
make a tax-deductible contribution
contact him at (256) 974-0551 or
jesseowens@charter.net
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