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Jesse Owens

Memorial Park
directors seek
grant for track

By Nancy Glasscock
nglasscock@decaturdaily.com
340-2443

OAKVILLE — Twelve years
after a consultant created a con
struction plan for Jesse Owens
Memorial Park, it lacks one
project before James Pinion
says it's finished.

Pinion, the park treasurer,
said directors have applied for a

ant from US. Rep.
office to build a
ck commemorat
ments of the late
pic champion.

(Owens’) trade-
1said. “You would-

A tribute to

an Olympic
legend

To learn more about Jesse
Owens, visit the museum's

Web site at www.jesse
OWENSMUSeUM.org.

n't have a park dedicated to
Babe Ruth without a baseball
field.”

Pini

n and Oakville resident

Thurman White raised more

than $2 million to develop the
park beginning in 1991. White
had procured land across the
road from three markers honor-
ing the late Olympic
Pinion, his wife, ! Y
Curtis and Joyce Cole are park
directors,

Pinion said he has talked with
representatives of colleges and
high schools across the country
who said they would participate
in track meets at the park be-
cause of Owens’legacy.

Please see Owens, page A3

Emmanuel Smith, left, and Jeremiah Hall at the Olympic statue at
Jesse Owens Park. Only one project has not been completed from

the park's original plans.

Austin Burch and Housten South at a mural in the Jesse Owens
Museum in Oakville. The boys were on a tour with their class
from Decatur Heritage Christian Academy.



Owens

From page Al

He said the track is the only
missing part of the original con-
struction plan that Auburn Uni-
versity tourism specialist Tom
Chestnut designed. He believes
it would allow the park to be
self-sufficient.

The park is part of a tax-ex-
empt foundation and relies on
donations, admission from
tours and the County Commis-
sion for funding, Pinion said.

A storage building and con-
cession stand next to the ball
fields are the most recent addi-
tions, he said.

Attracting tourists
Abillboard on Interstate 65 in

Cullman advertising the park is

probably

directing more
tourists to
Oakville, said
Lee Sentell, di-
#% @/ rector of the

| Alabama Bu-
of

The bureau
gave Lawrence
County a grant to pay for the
billboard at the request of Rep.
Jody Letson, D-Courtland, Sen-
tell said.

This is the Year of Sports, a
promotion by the bureau recog-
nizing sports in Alabama. The
bureau promoted the annual
10k Jesse Owens Memorial Run
in Moulton as one of the top 10
events in the state this year

“This year being the Year of
Sports, we thought it was a good
time to support their activities,
and we think it's helped gener-
ate traffic to their museum,” he
said.

Sentell said when Sports 11-
lustrated compiled a list of the
top 100 sports figures in Ameri-
can history, Owens was in the
top five.

He said Owens was a role
model for children.

“One of my favorite quotes
from him was ‘An athlete should
stand 10 feet tall. You never
know how many youngsters are
watching,” " Sentell said. “That
certainly is good advice that 1

wish more of today's athletes
would follow.”

Pinion said the park and mu-
seum draw hundreds of visitors
each month, and more than
1,000 a month during the sum-
mer from around the world.

“It’s interesting to look at the
sign-in sheet and see where peo-
ple come from,” he said.

An “amazing story’

Teresa Hall, a teacher at De-
catur Heritage Christian Acade-
my, toured the park with a
group of students this month,

“His story is amazing,” she
said. “He came from almost
nothing and won gold medals.
In this society, you don't have
stories like that. It's more the
moviestar type stufl.

The students tested their ath-
letic skills in a broad jump pit in
front of the museum that com-
memorates Owens’ 1936 Berlin
Olympic gold medal jump of 26
feet, 55/16 inches.

They toured the museum,
where glass display cases con-
tain memorabilia, including
programs from the 1986
Olympics, replicas of track uni-
forms and shoes, medals and
trophies from Owens’ high
school years, Visitors can hear
Owens narrate the
Olympics in a mini theater that
shows the movie “Return to
Berlin.”

Adjacent to the museum, a
wooden house with cracked

1936 $38,

walls and blankets on the floor
for beds is a replica of the house
Owens lived in until he moved
with his family to Cleveland
‘when he was 9 years old.
Visitors can press a button to

hear a recording by Owens'
brother, Sylvester, who died on
Father’s Day 2005.

Describing family life

The recording describes the
life the Owenses had as a share-
cropper family in Qakville.

Pinion said some tourists
have different reactions after
seeing how the family lived.
Some are disturbed by the fami-
Iy’s living conditions, while oth-
ers say, “I grew up in a house
just like this one.

Fundraising was slow in the
early 1990s, but increased signif-
icantly after Pinion persuaded
the Olympic Torch Committee
to reroute the Olympic torch
through Oakville during the
1996 Olympics in Atlanta. Dur-
ing a dedication ceremony June
29,1996, Owens' widow, Ruth, lit
the flame of a stainless steel
replica of the 1936 Olympic
torch with the 1996 Olympic

ident Elaina Peyton said the ad-
dition of atrack would improve
Lawrence County’s economy by

Credentials
issued to
Ruth and
Jesse

| Owens for
i the XxI
Olympic
Games in
1976 are on
display at
the Jesse
Owens
Museum.

Daily photo
by Gary
Cosby Jr.

mmaslng tourism through
track and field meets.

A track would a.l.wgwe]ocal
students a place to compete and
could bring more opportunities
for college track and field schol-
arships, while serving as a mon-
ument to Owens' accomplish-
ments, she said.

“Just to have an athlete that
completely contradicted a his-
torical figure who was trying to
wipe out anything but blond-
haired, blue-eyed Germans, his

win in the Olympics became so
much more powerful than any
other wins in the history of the
Olympics, and him being from
here is huge,” she saif

County Commission Chair-
man Harold LouAllen said the
park has been a valuable asset
to the county and state. .

“It's a historical site honoring
the life of a man with great ded-
jcation and determination,
which led to his becoming a
great Olyrnpum at a time when
his race wasn' 't given today’s op-
portunities,” he said. “ encour-
age anyone who hasn't visited
the Jesse Owens Park to come
and relive the history™
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